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The Pretace. 


*\[s the Common Prattice non ada \ for baſe and 


mercenary Pens to paſs the worſt Cenſures upon 
the beſt Intentions of Men. The Arguments 
that follow are all grounded either upon Scripture and Rea= 
fon,. or upon Equal Juſtice and. Prudent Morality ; and 
thoſe not enforced with Heat and Paſfion, but with all the 
Mildneſs and Submiſſion imaginable ; which argues the 
Farrneſs and Honeſty of the Deſign, viz. vom of 18 may 
be done, a happy Union vetmeen Proteſtants and Pro= 
teſtants; whom it rather mainly concerns to joyn their 
Forces againſt the Common _ Li therr Profeſſion, than to 
make themſelves the Scorn and Triumph of Popiſh Can- 
ning, by a needleſs Separation ; which, if duly con- 
fider d, would ſoon-be found ala fonrnced and encreas d 
= encourag'd Emiſfaries and \Seribling Bravo's of 
Rome. Is :t not apparent, how they already beam to titt= 
dermine and blow up the Truth of the\late Horrid Plot, 
ſo miraculouſly diſcover a? To which purpoſe, ts 1t not hke= 
wiſe apparent what daily Affronts they put upon the King's 
Evidence, ts 'the end that by rendring therr Perſons, and 
whatever they have ſaid or ſmorn, rrdreuldus,'they may be the 
better able to-raiſe a Miſt before 'the Eyes of the People, 
and then totally witharam the Plot from ther Belief? Is 
2 not apparent how m1gorouſly they" afſarl the whole Bouly of 
the Ditlcnters,Men of Religious,Serious,U = ghr, 
and moſt Loyal Princtples, under the anc ames of 
Fanaticks and Whiggs ; and by throwing the Failings 


and Miſdemeanours of ſome few upon all (this Earth not 
affording that Happineſs ta the moſt. Holy Society in the 
World,of bezng without ſome Hypocrites and bad Men) to caſt 
an Odium upon above a third part of the moſt Induſtrious and 
Wealthy Part of the Nation, on purpoſe to enervate and im= 


poveriſh 


The Preface. 
poveriſb the Proteſtant Intereſt,ond make the ſofter and 
more eafie way for Popilh Intruſion? Enormities much 
more deſeroing the Pumſbment of Penal Laws, thas Pub- 
lick Meetings for the Worſhip of God. 4l 
Upon hl Conſiderations, 1t cannot be t0ok'd upon cer 
tainly by Perſons of truly pious and cordial Aſie for the 
Good of their Country, as a Deſign' either diſhoneſt or 
factious, ts vindicate,, ſo far as may ftand with Equit 
and good Conſcience, the Proteſtant Diflenters from the 
heavy Imputations of Schiſm, Sedition, and Diſloyal- 
ty, every day caſs upon them, though moſt undeſervedly, by the 
ope's Weekly Drudges here in this City. To which 
end, the Deſign of theſe few Sheets 15 to more than to plead 
their Cauſe, with all modeſty and ſubmiſſion, before the Tri= 
bunals of Juſtice and Diome Charity ; to reitifie the Judg= 
ments of Perſons miſeuided by Mercenary Scriblers, /y 
ſetting forth the Nature and Ends of theſe Meetings, 
and the dangerous Conſequences of ſetting up a Proteſtant 
Perſecution, to the encouragement of thoſe Peſts of the 
Kingdom, :gnerant and greedy Informers. | 
nd becauſe a Sight of the Statutes themſelves may bs 
neceſſary to thoſe that bave them not, they are hereunto an= 
wex'd ; there being nothing more Moral than the Reaſon of 
Self-Preſervation tn a Legal and Orderly Way ; which 
they that ſeek by no other Means than by thoſe of Duty and 
egiance, no other being bere pRo_ , cannot be 
thought to deviate from the Laws of God or Natare. 


4 Guide 


(1) 
A Guide for Proteſtant Diflenters, 6. 


Here 1s nothing that ſeems a greater blemiſh to Chriſtiani- 
ty,than thatlittle Differences about the Exerciſe of Divine 
i Worſhip, ſhould cauſe ſuch Heats and Animoſities among 
i Men: And for them whoſe Buſineſs it ſhould be to Preach 
Unity, Love, and Charity, under the Notion of Church- 
Government, to inſtigate and animate the Civil Magiſtrate to make 
rigid Penal Laws, to enforce the Conſciences of good People, ſeems in 
ſome meaſure contradiftory to the eafie Yoke ot Chriſtian Obedience. 
It ſeems ſomewhat hard, when a poor Man has by his Induſtry and 
Frugality got together a ſmall Subſiſtence for himſelf and his Family, 
that becauſe he 1s diſſatisfied with ſome few Indifferent Circumſtances; 
that are impos'd upon their Conſciences, he ſhould be preſently laid at 
the mercy of Rapacious Zrformers and Officers; that his Goods ſhould 
be at the diſpoſal of Perſons many times fuller of Heat and Paſſion, than 
of true Charity ; that he ſhould be excommunicated, and conſequently 
under the laſh of a C:zvi/ Writ, becauſe he will not come to the Parechial 
Church : asif the Place were ſo material where God were worſhipp'd, fo 
in any Place he be ador'd in Spirit and Truth. Nor is this ſpoken in the 
leaſt in reference to the Civil Government, but onely in point of Divi- 
nity. Iris apparent by the = Prefaces of the 4s themſelves hereby 
* intended, that the Civil Magiſtrate aims at nothing but what is Right 
and Juſt; toprevent Sedition, for the Good and Quiet of the Kingdom: 
But *tis to be tear'd, that want of Charity in others, and too much ad- 
dictedneſs to Opinionated Severity, ſways others to extend the lawful 
Pretence of the Civil Power beyond the Bounds and Limits of the Le- 
gi%ators Intention; in regard that for the Miniſtry to aggravate Civil 
Crimes upon their Brethren, and incence the Sword of Juſtice, appears 
no wherein Scripture agreeable to Chriſtian Doctrine. 

There are two Statutes, that of the 35th of Elizabeth, and the 22. of 
His preſent Majeſty, that create the loud Complaints that run through the 
whole Nation : And yet the Proems of neither of thoſe As ſeem to al- 
low that Rigour which is at this time meditated by ſome Perſons, and 
deiended perhaps with too much heat in the Pu/pzr. 

The Preamble of 35 Eliz. runs thus : For the preventing of ſuch great 
Inconveniencies and Perils as might happen and grow by the wicked and dan- 
geruus Prattiſes of SEDITIOUS SECT ARIES and DISLOTAL 
PERSONS. | 

The Preamble of the 22.4. of His preſent Majeſty runs thus : For provi- 
ding further and more ſpeedy Remedies againſt the growing and dangerous 
Practiſes of SEDITIOUS SECT ARIES, and other DISLOTAL PER- 
SONS, who, under pretence of tender Conſciences, have or may at their 
Meetings contrive Tuſurretions, as late Experience hath ſhewn. 

Here are two Statutes, by which moſt Lawful and moſt Neceſſary 
Proviſion is made for the Preſervation of the Feace and Quiet of the Go- 
v2741m2t. Now, if it ſhould be asked, What the Civil Magiſtrate re- 
quires from hence 2 It is to be anſwered, in general, Obedience, Paſſive 
and Attive; Tranquillity, Publick and Private : and — That 
no Þ:/oyal Perſons, nor Seftaries, ſhall meet, under pretence of Tender 
Conſctences, to contrive /uſurrefions, Hence it is ſubmiſſively pre- 
ſum'd, That if the Subjef live dutifully towards his Prince, free from 
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| giving occaſion of Civil Diſturbance; amicably toward his Neighbour ; 

| | oo Duties and Taxes which the Law or Cuſtom impoles ; and 

actively, if he be always ready with his Sword in his hand to defend his 
Prince and Comntry; the Prince does not regard the inward Conſcicnces 
of ſuch S«bjets, nor their inconſiderable Differences in Matters of Cere- 
»ony ; {o that the Religjowwhich they profeſs be not contrary or oppoſite 
to the EſtabliſÞhd Law and Government of the Kingdom. Andait is plain, 
that the Law extends it ſelf no further than Sefaries and Diſloyal Perſons, 
a5 being look'd upon by the Law to be the moſt likely Perſons to con- 
trive Z»ſurrefions, and diſturb the Peace of the Nation. 
- Leaving then the Civil Power to its ſelf, the Queſtion is between the 
Diſſenters and their Oppoſers, What a Settary is 2 For it is ſuppos'd, That if 
the Ecclefaſtical Wrath were appeas'd, the Diſpleaſure of the Czv4/ Power 
might the more eaſily be attond. 

Now then Sefaries muſt either be Heretics or Schiſmatics. Heretics 
| the Diſſenters cannot be ; tor they do not err in Fundamentals; tor ſuch 
| 2 one 1s a Heretic. The next Queſtion then will be, Whether they be 

x Schiſmatics * What is a Schiſmatic > A Schiſmatick 1s one that holding 
| firm the fame Foundation of Faith, departs from ſome Ceremony of the 
Church, obſtinately, and out of ambitious Ends. Thus it appears, that 
Obſtinacy and Ambitions Ends are the DiſtinQions that make a Schiſmatic. 
From whence it is 8pparent, that there may be ſome Grounds and Reaſons 
why a Man may diflent from ſome Ceremony of the Church, and yer be no 
Schiſmatic. For example: Otftinacy is the oppoſite to Conſtancy ; An- 
litione Ends, of Self-Intereſt, as being a Contempt of Conſcience, the Op- 
polite to /utegrity. So then if a Man diſſents from any Ceremony of the 
Church out ot Integrity, which is a Vertue by which we yield up our 
Obedience to God, though imperte&, yet without Zpocrifie ; or out of 
Conſtancy, by which a Man reſolves to perſiſt in rhe Knowledge of God 
and his Worſhip to the end, he can be no Schiſmaric. For the Di/enters 
and their Oppoſers agree in the ſame Xnowledge of God, in the fame Sacra- 
ments, and the fame Worſhip; onely the Diſſenters dilallow fome outward 
adiaphorous Ceremonies of their Church. Again, To make them Schiſma- 
tics, that is, Obſtinate or Ambitious Diſſenters, there mult be Convittion and 
Contumacy : But in regard that neither the one nor the other appears 
againſt them, it follows, That they dſent out of Integrity and Conſtan- 
cy, and conſequently are no way liable to the Severity of the Szarute, 
eſpecially if the Preamble, as it is taken in Law, be the AXey of the Statute. 
Seeing then that the Diſſenters, where there is no proof of Petulancy or 
Ambitious Ends, cannot be faid to be Schiſmatics, and conſequently not 
obnoxious to the Law, it remains, that they muſt be Brethrey, proteſſing 
the ſame Fundamentals of Dofrive and Worſhip. And then it ſeems very 
hard, That the Severity of Perſons who call themſelves Divines, and 
Teachers of the Doftrine of Charity, ſhould ſtretch and ſtrain a Law to 
| encourage Accuſers of the Brethren, and to lay violent hands upon thoſe, 
| to whom it never meant any diſtwrbavce. And 'tis look'd upon as a 
| ſtrange and unbappy diſagreement between the Common Lawyer and the 
Dzvixe, that the one ſhould take it for a Charitable Maxim, That Sum- 
mu Jus eft ſunma Ivjuria ; while Men that pretend to be actuated by 
Divinity, and the Example of Chr:ft, preſſing Summum I with ſo 
much inveteracy, advance Summan rjuriam, to the prejudice of Bre. 
thren, for inconfiderable Differences. Bleſſed are the Peace-makers, (aith 
our moſt charitable Saviour. Which Sacred Truth of his, from his own 
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(3) 
Lips, creates a juſt Appeal to all Rational Men, how far diſſonant from 
this Dottrine of their Head and grand Inſtructer thoſe Perſons are, who 
avoiding the healing DoQrine of Unity, make their Puſpirs ring with 
nothing but corroſive Invetives and Satyrs againſt Friend and Foe, 
Brethren and Schiſmatics , under the general Notion of Fanaticiſm; for- 
getting the conſtant Rule, Ther he onely teaches wel, that well diſt ingaiſhes. 
Certagl y it can never be thought that it ſhould proceed from the Dictates of 
Reaſon and Conſcience, that they who ought to come with Healing in their 
Dodrine, ſhould make it their Buſineſs to exaſperate and incence the Civil 
Power, meerly to eſtabliſh an unlawful Z7erarchie over the Conſciences of 
their Brethren, They that firſt {hook off the Roman Toke, thought it ex- 
pedient not to make a total and abſolute Change; but guided by Reaſons of 
State, left ſeveral of the Ceremonies, Popiſh Ceremonies, untouch'd, which re- 
main among us to this day ; as, the Sarplice, and with ſome the Raifd Altar, 
Second Service there perforn'd, Tapers, with thisditference, that the Papiſts are 
lighted, and ours not ; and laſtly, a particular Reverence to the Eaft, as if 
God were more individually preſent in the Chaycel, than in the Belfry. But 
now that the State has no accaſion for thoſe Fears, now that the People uni- 
verſally deſire to be freed from theſe Relicks of Superſtition, for ſome Perſons 
to inſiſt upan it, and with ſo much obſtinacy impoſe as a Duty, what was 
onely retain'd for State-copveuience, as to raiſe a Perſecution of Tender Conſci- 
ences for the ſake of pure Ceremoyy, it 15 believed, that were thoſe famaxs Re- 
formers now alive, they would nor have been angry with thoſe that fo readily 
ſought the Accompliſhment of what they lett impertect. The Law was 
made to puniſh Mutiny, Relellion, and /»ſurre(tion, againſt the State and 
Civil Government ; not t0 harraſe the Liberties and Properties of Men for not 
conforming to the Im ofitions of Ecclefraftical Ambition. What tho the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate have been ſo careful to make Proviſion for the Repoſe and Quiet of 
the Kingdom? it may be thought a haxd Chapter, that the peeviſhneſs and 
choler of ſome Men ſhould turn the Stream of that Rigour, where no Proof 
is made, upon pretence of Breach and Diſobedience. How ill will it found 
in the Ears of Poſterity, when they ſhall hear of Prote/{faxts being ſo ſeverely 
dealt with for rifles of Difference * How much does it at preſent advance 
the mirth of Popery, to ſee the Proteſtants doing, their Buſineſs, and by fome » - 
ing Diſunion among themſelves, opening a way tar Selt-deſtruttion, and the 
Inroads of Super/titjon, which otherwiſe the Papiſts were never able to ho 
for. Certainly the Profeſſion of Divinity teaches Men to be of another 
Temper, and to have a Chancery of Charity always open in their Heatgs, to 
mitigate and compoſe, not to exaſperate and provoke the Ciyil Magittrate, 
eſpecially in Concerns not of the Government, but of their own tatereſt. 
Some People will not have their Children herd with the Croſs ; others meet 
about froe together in a place ; and therefore let them be fxd, let their Goods 
be ſeit'd and embezel'd, and their Perſons impriſon'd : For the Law is of our 
fide, and we will not remit a Tittle of its utmoſi Rigour. A ſevere way of 
Proceeding, that can.never be thought agreeableto the Examples or Doftrine 
cither of Chriſt or his Apoſtles. If ſuch Perſons did but conſider how much 
more fragrant the Memory of a Cramer ſmells in Z7iſtory, than that of a Box- 
ner, they would ſurely ſteer another Courſe. Nor can they be thou 
well to weigh with themſelves that of Vis anita eſt fortior, and the DoArine 
of the divided Houſe, while by a fatal diſagreement with their Brethrex 
about outward Forms and unneceſſary Circumſtances , they render themſelves 
leſs able towithſtand the Impernolty of daily-menacing Popery. That is no- 
thing,the Decree is gone forth,and muſt be obey'd ; and though the Preamble of the 
Law 


; | 4 
Law may be avoided, the Body of it, more explanatory of it ſelf, admits »o 


Evaſion. For the Law poſitively ſays, That if any Perſon or Perſons, above the 
Age of Sixteen years, &c. ſhall be' preſent at any Aſſembly, Conventicle, or Meet- 
ing, under colour or pretence of any Exerciſe of Religion, in other manner than 
according to the Liturgie and Prattiſe of the Church of England, &c. Where 
there ſhall be Five or more Perſons aſſembled, over and above thoſe of the Flouſe 
hold, &c. 

As to the firſt part of the Words, Whoever ſhall be preſent at any Aſſembly 
or Meeting, under pretence or colour of any Exerciſe of Religion, &c. ſome Que- 
ſtions doariſe upon the fair accompt of Reaſon and Policy. - 

r. Whether the meaning of the Words extend themſelves to ſuch an Ex. 
erciſe of Religion which is truly Chriſtian, and according to the direct Inter- 
pretation of Scripture ? 

2. Or whether oxely ſuch a Religion as carries onely a pretence and colour, 
without any truth and ſincerity ? 

As to the firſt, it is moſt certain, That the moſt pure and Chriſtian Exer- 
ciſe of Devotion carries with it a pretence and colour, as well as the falſe one, 
though it be onely that of ſerving and — our Duty to God. 

Now then it can never be imagin'd, that the Intention of this Law was 
ever to prevent the Exerciſe of Devotion aud true Piety, let the Place or the 
Number be more or leſs, in a rational Proportion. For, if fo, the Szatute 
would be void in it ſelf; in regard that all unbyaſsd Caſuits, Lawyers, and 
Divines agree, That all Z/umaxze Laws made againſt the Law of God, are ipſo 
fatto annull'd as toany Obligation upon the Conſcience. 

Seeing therefore it cannot be thought, that this Zaw intendeth the De. 
ſtruftion of it ſelf, there muſtbe a looking backward to the Reaſon and Policy 
of the Law, which from the Preamble is apparent to be onely the prevention 
of Diſloyalty and Tnſurrettion, for the Repole and 7ranguillity of the Kingdom, 

Now then let a Meeting be ſuppos'd, though of more than Five or Ten; yet 
if at this Meeting there be nothing done that tends to Diſloyalty, Inſurrettion, 
or diſturbance of the Publick Peace, the Law hath its End, and can take no far- 
ther notice, there being no Breach of the Law, and conſequently no occaſion 
of Puniſhment. 

And this is colle&ed from Reaſon it ſelf; for, ſhould any other Conſtrutti- 
on be put upon the Words, it would be contrary to the Law of God, as in- 
tended to prevent the true and: real Worſhip of God, under pretence of 7nno- 
vation hed | Diſloyalty. A Thought, an Intention, which it were a Crime to 
imagine ſuch Worthy and Pious Legiſlators ever drea'4 of, however the mean- 
ing of the Law may be ſtrain'd in the abſence of its Makers. 

Now that ſuch a Meaning of the A#, as 1t is inforc'd, is contrary to the 
Word of God, is apparent from the Scripture it ſelf: As 2.8. 4nd Paul dwelt 
two years in his hired houſe, aud received all that came t: im, preaching the 
Kingdom of God, no man forbidding him. 1 Tim. 2. I will therefore that mey 
pray every where ; with ſeveral others. Nor will it ſerve 2s an Oedtion, to 
ſay, That the Times are otherwiſe, now that there are ſuch __ of Publick Chur- 
ches : For, if they be poſleſsd by ſuch as will not admit their fellow-Chri- 
ſtians to come together, without prejudice to their Conſciences, *tisthe ſame 
thing to them, as if thoſe Places were not at all. 

Which being a clear confirmation, that God may be Worſhipped in Spirit 
and Truth in any Place, or at any Time; 'tis as clear, that the Meaning of 
this Law cannot reach the Exerciſe of Real Piety. For, if the Worſhip in it 
ſelf be Evil, it is not to be endur'd i» Four ; if conſonant to the Word of 
God, the Number of Foxrſcore cannot render it criminal. 


But 
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| But here in regard there is ſo much inſiſting and ſtreſs put upon the word Corventi- 
cle, it will be much to the clearing the meaning of the A&, toenquite in to the Na- 
ture of the word, and whether it benot taken too unwarily in an ilf ſenſe, by thoſe 

that would extend the reaſon and meaning of this At beyond its limits 3, ; 
A Conventicle then in the general ſenſe js a certain place ap pointed fot the Aſſembling 
and coming together of People to ſome purpoſe or other ; In the particular ſenſe it figni- 
fies the Aſſembly it ſelf there met. If then the purpoſe be for the ſake, of Divine 
Worſhip, it will be fit next to enquire the Difference between a Church- Aſſembly and 
a Conventicle- Aſſembly. That which conſtitutes a Chxrch, is an Aſſembly or Congrega- 
tion of people called to the ſtate of Grace by Prayer, by Teaching and Hearing the Word, 
and the due adminiſtration of the Sacraments. The Efficient cauſe of this Aſſembly is 
the Holy Trinity, 1n general, particularly Chriſt. The form of this Aſſembly conſiſts 
in a double Communion of the Aſſembly with Chriſt as the Head, and of the particular 
Members among themſelves. The matter of this Aſſembly are the perſons or ſeveral 
Members called to the Covenant of Grate. The end of this Aſſembly is the glor of God, 
and their own Salvation. The marks of the real Chriſtianity and gality of ibs Aſſems 
bly are the true Preaching the Word,and due Adminiſtration of the Sacrament 2 If then 


the ſame ſubſtantial Efficient cauſe, the ſame ſubſtantial matter, the ſame ſubſtantial 


Form, the ſame ſubſtantial end, the ſame ſubſtantial Marks of a truly Chriſtian AC 
ſembly be found in a Houſe or any other convenient place, though not adorned with 
Steeples or Stone Arches, call them Presbyterians or Diſſenters, or what you pleaſe 


they center the main fundamentals of Faith and Dodrive, differ only in ſome ſlight 


and outward Ceremonies, and are therefore an Eſſential Body of the NO Reli- 
gion. And if there be any External Cirenmſtances in diſpute, they are to be argued 


and determined among themſelves, not by the Arbitrary Power of 4 Juſtice of the 


Peace, who is an Officer only of the Peace,. and not of the Conſcience, $0 that it can 


never be thought that the determination of Chriſtian Prudence will evergrant it to 
| be rational that this Law was ever made for the prevention of ſuch Converticles, 
which muſt prove the ſuppreſſio of much true Piety and Devotion. This makes ſome 


people think that Eccleſiaſtical JuriſdiFion's in a very weak condition and moſt de- 
ficient of itſelf, when it is ſo earneſt and clamarous after the Afiſtance of the Civil 
Magiſtrate. And indeed it is ealily demonſtrable in Story, that there was nothin 
more advanced the beginnings of the Reformation of Englind than the weakneſs 
which Henry 8. perceived in the Arguments which the Papiſts o—_— againſt the 
Reformer in all their Diſputes. And therefore a Convocation Dijpute had beenmuch 
more proper for this Controverſte than the deſtruftive Arguments of Diſtreſſes and 
Crown Office Writs. Which, if it wete put to the Teſt, there are many that queſti- 
on, whether the Law-Provokers might not come by the worſt. For as to thoſe things 
which are called the Rites and Ceremonies of true Worſhip, tre Religion has none 
but what God has preſcribed in His Word 3 and they are looked upon, either as parts 
or helps to our Devotion. As parts of Devotion, they conſiſt in promulgation of the 
Word, the Adminiſtration of the 8acraments and Preyer, which requires alſo decent 
compoſure of geſture and poſture. As kelps to Devotion, they are divided into 
Faſting and Vows. And thele are all the Rites or Ceremonies of true Worſhip. Cere- 
monies of Form, are apt to wander into Szperftition if not plain 7dolatry. And there- 
fore it is, that ſome unbyaſled perſon, not without Reaſon, fear, That the Diſſenters 
who have abandoned all, would have much more Argument on their ſede, than they who 
retain ſome. 

It bog thus apparent, that the Law was never intended to prevent ſuch Aſſem- 
blies, whoſe only end of Meeting is tO Worſhip and Glorifie God, and that too ac- 
cording to the ſame Fundamentals which the Statute enforcers profeſs, it now re- 
mains toexamin, whether the Evidence offered be ſufficient to make the Diſenters 
guilty of the Crimes aſſigned by the Law, viz. Diſloyalty and InſurreFion. Fir(t then 
as for colour and pretence, they are only Nox-Appearances lodgd inthe Heart of Man ; 
which are only diſcloſed to the Omniſcience of God himſelf. And therefore to judge 


"of colour and pretence appertains only to God, _ not to any Law; from whence 


aroſe 


(6) 
aroſe that common Maxim, that De on apperentibus, the Law takes no Cognizance. 
Much leſs is in the power of an 1former to make Oath of colour or pretence, until 
colour arid pretence break forth into ſome overt and apparent af which may afford 
matter for Teſtimony and proof, From whence it is plain, that unleG there be due 
and ſufficieat proof made of falſe DoFrine, ſeditiovws words, ar contrivances tend- 


ing to InjurreiFion and Diſiozalty, which are the breaches of the Law 3 the Law can 


never puniſh, where there is no breach committed. ' Nor. does the Conſcience of 
any Magiſtrate oblige him to Fo and leyy upon the bare Infor mation of colour or pre- 
tence. As for the addition of thoſe words, Do or way contrive, it ſeems ſomewhat 
repugnant to reaſon, that Plots aud Contrivances ſhould ever be carried on in the Pub- 
lick Aſſemblies of Women and Children; (0 that the fear ſeems only to be of the 
Teachers moving the people to Sedition. But as for that, one would think it ſhould be 
an Argnment rather for the permiſſion of Converticl-s, 18 being a thing far more 
ealic to diſcover a man that Preaches open Seditio», than one 'that goes from Houfe 
to Houſe, clandeſtinly infinuating the ſame Doctrine. Nor is this branch Indeperi- 
dant, but caſts its influence into the whole Crime deſcribed and intended by the 4&7 
thas embody'd., | | | | | 
Tf any perſon or perſons ſhall be preſent at any Conventicle, &c. under conlour or 
pretence- of any exerciſe of Religion, in other manner than according to the Liturgy 
and Pradfice of the Church of England. Perha!'s ſome perſons carry away with the 
preſent torment of unwary Paſſion, may from hence aſſent that there is no other ex- 
Erciſe of Religion, that can be truly real and ſincere, but only colourable and pre- 
tended, which is not performed in the very words of the Liturgy, according to 
the Common acceptation of the Word in Encland. _ To which though there were no 
other anſwer to: be given, yet the conſequent words, and the pradiſe of the 
Church clearly contradid ſuch an uncharitable Paraphraſe, for that in all Parochial 
Churches it is the general cuſtom to Pray both before and after Sermon, But 'it the 
nature of the word Liturgy be'duly conſidered, that awyy. Or Liturgy is no mote 
than the Office of Prayer : the Compilers themſelves call the Engliſh Litur- 
£y, an order for Morning and Evening Prayer, or a fet Form of Prazer, whereby it 
becomes only a Species of, the Grand Ges Prayer or Oration, by which with a trie 
and humble contrition- of Heart, we addreſs our ſclyes to God, concerning ſuch 
things as are conſentaneous to his Holy Will ; and this divided'into two parts [rvoca- 
tiov, and Thanksgiving, Now ſuppoſe that the Liturgy of England, now the miolt 
exact Liturgy in the World, as moſt certainly It 15 not, it cannot be thought that the 
Diſſenters are obliged by this Statute to ule no other Prayers than whatare ſet down 
in the Liturgy, For then the Law enforcers may be preſumi'd to lie under the Penalties of 
the Statute themſelves. Who after the full performance of all the duties of Prayer, 
which is ordered in the Liturgy both for Morning and Evening Service, if it may not 
be ſaid, out of a contempt of the Liturgy, yet ſomewhat to the diſcredit of the Li- 
turgy, are never ſatisfied till they have given it the ſupplement of their redious and 
vainly Oftentatious additions of /xper-exceVent and ſuper-fine* Which after afull per- 
formance of all the duties of Innovation and Thankſgiving, ſeems in them a kind of 
Tautology forbidden inScripture. However becauſe the Diſſenters uſing the ſane 
form of Prayer, though not in the ſame words, avoid that inconvenience, theref.te 
they muſt be reduced into obedience to ſometliing not well conſidered what it is, by 
Conft:bl:s and og But there is a note exquilite Liturgy yet, the Averu7zle OF 
Liturgy preſcribed by our Saviour himſelf; which though out of Veneration 1t be 
reduced into one Prayer for general uſe ; yet is no other thana ſet form of Prayer, 
teaching heedleſs Mortals, who might elſe be extravagant in their Petitions, the tric 
matter of Prayer 4 that is,what We are to implore from God, and what we are to give 
thanks for,as enjoy'd.Examin thenthe ar of the Di//cnters,andif they differ either 
1a the Cauſe;the Matter,the Forth, or end from the Emghfh Litwrgy of Men, mentioned 


in the A&,or the Heavenly Liturgy of Chriſt, let them be delivered over to all deſerved 
puniſhment 3 but if their Prayers be agreeable to gr rr nb forms of both ; nay, 

ough not according to the 
: Per- 


if chey be' agreeable to the Cadleltial Liturgy, t 


EPI 
Verbatim of the ERtabliſh'd Liturgy of England 3 '5 a hard caſe that they ſhould by 
any Statute be adjudged nor to exerciſe ſuch a'Religion. Ifit be objeFed, thar the 
Notions of many are Abortive, and through weakneſs may deſerve Reprchenfion; 
there is an eaſie way to remedy. thoſe Errcrs by impoling a, more equa} [njunction 
by the Authority of Chutch Difcipline, that no perſon ſhould prefame to alcend.the 
Pulpit with ex” texpore Raptures. - _ 4, 0 -4 
For confirmation then that there is no need of ufing of Form and Order, fer the 
matter be the ſame, rhere are many of the Diſciples Prayers recorded in Scrieture, 
and there is no queſtion ro be tmade but that they were acceptable to God 3, and ya 
we do not read they nſedthe abſolute Form preſcribed by our Saviour, but expreG 
ſed themſelves in other words, though my agreeing for matter. .. .t 
Upon the whole, ſuppoſe this Queſtion thonld be put, Whether the Apoſtles did 
uſe any other Form than that which was taught them by Chriſt 2 There is, no doubd?, 
but the Anſwer will be, They did n-t. | 
Put then this Qneſtron to the Informer 3 Did the Diſſenters uſe any other Prayers 
than what were agreeable to the Church of England ? In the firſt place, *tis ten thous 
ſand to one, whether he be a Competent judge. If he be not, he ſtakes his Conſci- 
ence at a dreadful hazard; for it behoves him to Swear poſitively in the Aﬀirmative, 
or elſe in juſtice his Information, and all his hopes of Gain, are loſt. And thus by 
a rigid Proſecution of uncharitable ſeverity, - a neceſfitous and greedy wretch ts 
brought to this tempting Dilemwme, either to Perjure himſelf, or loſe his Expettatian. . 
Again, The Liturgy it {cIf ts not always read altogether 5 but on ſome days more, 
on ſome days leſs. The Diſſenters perhaps uſe leaft of all, yet they uſe ſome, for 
they read the Reading Pſalms, A firft and ſecond Leſſon, and afterwards make uſe of 
Singing Pſalms: So thea it being apparent that the degree of Compariſon does nat 
annihilate the ſfubjeC& of the Compariſon, - it may be preſumed-that the Diſſevters are 
preſent at their Converticles, poſitively according to the Liturgy. of the Church of 
England. Which things not being conſidered, how uncharitably do they fall under 
the cenſure of Laviſh and Tnveterate Pulpits # + Y ' 
In the laſt place,though it would be very unreaſonable to diſfa'low what has been ab 
ready faid 3 yerſhouldir be contradited;the next wards,or the pratiſe of the Church, 
will certainly give relict.For it is the pradize of theChurch of England,toRead and Sing 
the P/alms of David,to read the firſt and ſecond Leſſor.,and ſo do the Diſſenters 3 many 
of them alſo militate under the ſame Ordiration:' And if taere be any that do not 
tis preſumed they might ſoon be better adviſed; the refuſal deſerving ,xeproof if 
they may be admitted , being certainly to be look'd upon as an obſtinate piece of 
weakneſs. But which is more, as to the Harmony of praFice, they uſe the ſame 84- 
craments, though perhaps with ſome ſmall difference inthe Form and Ceremany of 
CN which one would think might be eafily reconciled without all this 
Combultion. _ , 
There is one thingy more to be conſidered upon the account of Moral Equity<« 
That though the 47 of aw > made inthis His Majeſties Raign, it is here ex- 
preſly declared, That no other Form or Ceremony ſhall be nſed, but what is preſcribed 
in that 4G, or in the Book of Common Prager : Yet both by the Adtand the Book ig 
plainly appears, that the Proſecntors of the Diſſemters make no ſcruple to diſſent from 
what is there EnaFed, while they nſc ſeveral Ceremonies that are not there, and omit 
mich of what is there, as their going wp and bowing to the Altar, and reading ſecond 
Service there. Their coming ont of the Pulpit, and reading part of the Coms- 
munion Service in their Desks, vor at the Altar agaiz, and giving no Bleſſing at all in 
Pulpit : Their ſetting the Communion Table #ltar-wiſe, 'Richly adorned at the Eaſt 
end of the Church, whereas it ought to be placed either in the Body of the Charch, or 
in ſome convenient place, Covered with a cleam Linnen-Cloath. Their Turning their 
Faces all of a Shd4 en to the Eaſt, and bowing to the Name of Jeſus, and not at the 
Name of God or Chriſt. | 
Thele Difpenfarrons argue an apparent Now-Conformity., or Over-Coxformity ;' the 
ſime thing in{trickneſs and partialnty one among another; $o that i ſeems a: nn 
greſſiog 
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-greſſion not only againſt Charity, but againſt Common Juſtice, to proſecute thoſe 
that do no more than only Non-Conform to thoſe very Ceremonies which they them- 
ſelves regard. leſs ofa publick Statate, either negle&, or over act at their own will 
and pleaſure, | | | 

- And for a further confirmation of the Nonconformity of our moſt Regular (fo pre- 
tending themſelves) Conformiſts, point blank even againſt the very Law of the Land; 
let them that pleaſe but conſider, how many there are that diſpence with Nor-Ae- 
fedence, and Pluralities, tothe detriment of many deſerving perſons that want, and 
poſitively againſt the Statute of the 21 of H.8. and yet no queſtion but they would think 
#t hard meaſure to be proſecuted upon that Law. So Partial 15 a man to forgive thoſe 
failingsin himſelf, which he Proſecutes in others. 

However, becauſe all the meekneſs of Perſwafion and Argument will not ſtop the 
Career of ſome mens Impetuoſity in the Proſecution of this AG, it will not be from 
the purpoſe to caſt an Eye upon the Executive part of the Statute. In order to which 
the moſt confiderable Inſtructions are couched 1n the firſt and eleventh Section. The 
Inſtructions of the firſt Seton run thus. | 

That it ſhall and may be lawful-to and for any one or more Juſpices of the Peace within 
the lmrits, &c. Where ſuch Offence ſhall be committed,or tor the Chiet Magiſtrate of the 
Place or Corporation, and upon proof of ſuch Offence, either by the Confeſſton, or Oath 
of two Witneſſes, or by Notorious Evidence and Circumſtance of the Fad, to make 4 
Record under. their Hands and Seals, which Record ſhall to all intents, &c. be taken to 
be a full Convidion, that thereupon, the ſaid Juſtices, &c. ſhall impoſe the ſum of, 
&c., From which words it is clear, that by this clauſe no' power is given to any Ma- 


\ giſtrateto make out any general Warrant upon this AF ull after Convizor by two Wit- 


zeſſes, or Confeſſion of the Offender. Neither has any Conſtable to do with any ſuch gene- 


. ral Warrant in reference to this A#, unleſs the Warrant grounded npon ſuch a Record 
#6 is mention'd in the Af, npon confejſion_ or proof and convidion of the Party by two 
| - Witneſſes be given into his hands. Whence ariſes this Queſtion, Whether any Conſta- 


ble or Head-borough that as in relation to this Statute, by vertue of a Power not Ay- 
#horized by tbe literal wordy of the Law, do not a at bjs own peril e 
. ..2. Whether he ſball incur any penalty for not doing that which the Law requires not 
at his Hands 2 | 

For by this part of the Law it is required only that the 73tzeſes ſhould be the 7,- 
formers. But by general Warrants the Conſtables, &c. are compelled to turn 7. 
formers themſelves, and to find themſelves work to accuſe their Neighbours on pur. 


poſe to find themſelves yet more work todiſturb and diſtrain upon their Goods and 


Perſons: Aduty which the literal ſenſe of this Paragraph does not in the leaſt im- 
poſe upon them. | 77 | 
* Butthe Eleventh Seion'is more-particular in theſe words; = 

And be it farther Enatted, &c. That if any Conſtable, &c. who ſhall know oy be 

credibly informed of any ſuch Meetings held within his Precin@, and ſhall not give In- 

ormation thereof, &c. according to his duty, and endeavour the Convittion of the 
Parties,. but ſhall wilfully omit the performance of his duty in the Execution of the AF, 
and ſhall be convided thereof, ſhall forfeit the ſum of five pounds, 

By this Paragraph it is very plain indeed, that if the Conſtable do either know of 
himſelf, or be credibly informed, and do not do his duty he forfeiteth 5 /. but till 
if he neither know. nor be credibly informed, he is not bound to be fo ſedulous as to 

o upon the Hunt. But ſuppoſe the Coxſtable, &c. ſhould either know of himſelf, 
and be credibly informed, and ſhould do his duty, that is, give formation, and 
ſhould receive a Warrant to break open the Houſe and enter : yet finding nothing of 
Reſiſtance, he is ſtill but where he was, in regard that not having been there from 
the beginning to.the end, he cannot be politive, whether the Perſons there Afſem- 
bled did exerciſe a Religion according to the Litwrgy or PraFice of the Church of 
England or »ot, which if they did, he has no power either to take their Names, or 
apprehend their Perſons; unleſs they ſhould be fo imprudent as to make reſiſtance, 


and give an occaſion tor their Military Power to be raiſed fer their IE, Thy 
Fae cn 


(9) | 
then as Mutineers and Seditions perſons, they break their own peace by" Aiſtnr- 
bing the Kings, and by making it appear they are the Perſons intended by : 
this 4F, render themſelves obnoxi- usnot only to the Perz'ties of this but of 
much mare//evere Laws. From which enjoyning of the Military Officers to be 
aidingand aflilting tothe Conſtables with armed Force, Reaſon may nor impro- 
perly collett the ſenſe and meaning of the 4 ro be no other than what has been 
already -prefum'd. For Armed Force and Conſtabl-s, could never be intended? 
by the Law againft Paſlive ſubmiſſion and obedience. Naked Swords and Con- 
ſtables Staves could never be iatended by Chriſtian Z2g:/ators to compel the 
comphance of ſincere and” upright Conſcience, to things of ſmall con- 
cernment 1a reſpect of thofe Fundamentals wherein the Proſecutor: and the 
Proſecuted both agree. And therefyre while the Civil M.giſtrate has taken 
Tuch extraordinary care forthe publick ſafety and tranquility of the Nation, it 
ſhould not be the aim of others to carve out for them their Care, the ſupport” 
and maintenance of any By Intere(t whatever : An aim too apparent, by their 
Publick diflatisfaction, and open exclaiming againit that noble AZ of his Maje- 
ſfties moſt Royal Goodneſs, His Declaration for Liberty of Conſcience ( too un- 
happily ſevere thoſe Counſel: that removed the Land-mark of his Kegal Benignj- 
tz." A preſumpr:on that they believe themſelves more worthy or more able to 
'manage that part of Prerogative themſelyes, and grutch him the exerciſe of his 
Right. Whercas the Legi/iators with more Duty provide that nothing in their 
Alt ſhall extend to invalidate or avoid his Majeſties Swpremacy in EcClefaſtical 


Aﬀetrs. Lut the Diſſenting Proteſtants acknowledge their 4 overaign to be bottr + - 


King and Prieſt : A King as he is the Supream Head of the Government; a Prieſt 
as the Supream Head of the Church. To whom, as their lawful Sovergige and 
Head of the Government, as they have been alwaies ready to -yield the utmoſt 
-of their obedience, fo (hall they never withdraw from him the utmoſt, of their 
Fidelity. And from whole Prieſtly Office they have yet hopes to feel the influ- 
ences of his formcr Grace and Mercy, when their Cauſe ſhall be better exas 
mined. For 'tis not the Exaſperation of the Pers of Wicked men continually 
ſcribling Diviſſon, nor the Subornations of Popery to fix imaginary Plots, and 
lord their Innocence with the guilt and Vill inies of others, but the Truth of their 
Profeſſion, and their upright walking before. Ged and Mar, which they hope 
will at length turn the Reprozches and Ca/nmnies of their Enemies upon their 
own Heads. *'Tis Union which all Trxe Proteſtants defire, which they datly. jm- 
ploie from G:d. There is nothing but U70» wanting in this Rich and Plenti- 
ful Land. Which asit is only obſtructed by Papiſts, or perſons papiſtically affe- 
Fed; as it is apparent by their 4aily Machinations and contrivances to wnſetle and 
weaken the true Proteſtant Intereſt 3 ſo there can be no greater —_— for 
Proteſtants tO unite with Proteſt ants againſt the Common Enemy of their Refrgi- 
on, From theſe and Grounds of the ſame Nature, there are ſome"who bave 
draw this general Concluſion, That it would be more conducing tothe good of 
the Kingdom, and the Benefit of the —_— Religion, that the Penal Laws 
againſt Non-Conformiſis, in reference to differences of Religion, might not be 
- pat in Execution, but forborn, till our moſt Gracious Soveraign, and his great 
Council the Parliament, ſhould take the ſtate of Divided Proteſtants into their 
wiſe Conſideration, and reduce things to a happier Legal Eſtabliſhment. 


Eor proof of which it may not be altogether improper to give a ſhort Reca- 


pitulation of the Reaſons brought in defence of the Poſition, 


I. © Thatit cannot be good toexecutethe 35 of Eliz. which the whole Par- 
* liament thought dangerous to the whole Proteſtant Intereſt in England, and 
© did as far as 1n them lay difannul. 
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| 2. *Ic cannot beproper.to execute that Law-upon them who cannot- propery 
k ©1y be guilty of the Crime at which the Law aims. LT? 
| ' 3. *It cannot be proper to execute any Law upon Diſſenting Proteſtants, 
| © which was promoted by men Popilhly inclined, and which ſince appeared tg 
| © be Papiſts, as was the Five Mile Act. 4 : 
|| « 4 © Becauſe it ſeems ſomewhat prepoſterous to rid the Land of Diſlenting 
| © Proteſtants, perſons profeſling true Religion and Loyalty, yet leave the Papifts 
* the Enemies of the King and Church to ſtay behind. of | 

is 5. * Becauſe the Penal Laws are to be inflicted upon the proper objedts; . as 
/ © Seditious Sectaries, diſloyal perſons, Hypocrites,. that make Religion a cloak 
| ©and pretence to inſtall principles of Schiſm and Sedition, notupon Meetings 
| © where there is no tendency to any ſuch Deſigns. «Ap 
| * 6.* A ſixth Argument is drawn from the Piety of the Nan-Conformilſts Prin- 
| ©ciples, and the Peaceableneſs of their Behaviour, found 1o-to be from the Ex- 
if ©-perience of many years. | — | h OO IS 
l - 7. * Becauſe they are Proteſtants z and it ſeems not ſo-well.done to uſe Prote- 
ll © {tants, the Kingdoms Friends, and Strength worſe than Papilts, the Enemies 
© of the Kingdom and Proteſtant Religion. x 
- 8, * Becauſe it is not good to execute the Law with a heavy Hand upon all 
< and every Offender, without making a difference between one man and ano- 
<ther, berween one Offence and another. SD | 
li ' '9. * Beeauſe by their publick Preaching their judgments and practiſes are beſt 
| © diſcovered; and being in the Head of the younger Diſlenters, they are as 

c cam and Examples to them, to keep them from dangerous Excur- 

| : T6: *Becauſe that when pious and good men have their publick Liberty,and 
* make uſe of: that Liberty only to inſtrutthe People in their Duty ta God, and 
« the King, [x#c.. one.chief end of the Magiltrates care of the State is obtained, 
« whichas to maintain ſound Doctrine. | EA 
* 31; * Becauſe thereby they will-be better enabled and encouraged to perform 
© other good Offices to: the King and State. 


' &. Thew i# Reference to the Church, theſe Reaſons are added : 


I — - 
—  — 


3. © Becauſe agreeing in Fundamentals with- their Proſecutors, they are a 
| © great Addition of. Strength againſt the force and ſubtleties of Kome. Ty 
it - 2. *Becauferhereby Schiſm will come to a greater cloſure, 'when the Chuxch 
I s ſhall be ſatisfied intheir profitable Dodrine and peaceable Behaviour, which 
l * wiftcreato'n "gees delireof Peace and Union. n 
i - 3. * Becauſe by this publick Preaching, Multitudes of poor Souls that will 
* vo no whereelſe; are.in the way of Salvation and Profeſſion of the Goſpel, of 
li '* which ſome Divines of: the. Church of Zxglaxd are ſo deeply ſenſible, that they 
|| '©Treat the Non-Conformilts as Friends and fellow Labourers. n 


| | All which Reaſons are more at large diſcuſſed in the Conformi/ts Plea for: the 
f 'Nom-Conforwiſts, to.which the Reader is referred, | t 

i There re&mains_ now no. more than only the-hymble Propoſal of fome few 
£xeries, and fo to conclude. Firſt in Reference to the Church. 

may be lawfully prohibited from Preaching the Word 
fcerity, at any time, or inany place ? 

-7% 2, Wherherb bleſſings and rewards that are promiſed to thoſe that pra- 
-pagate the Poltria@f Chrilt, they are not obliged to do it ? 


3. Whes« 
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-: 3. Whether the Example of Chriſt and his Diſciples daes not admit of &regcha 
ing in Houſes, Streets and Fields to more than five in a Company, 
4,. Whether,i1t be not ſomething Erroneons for the Law of Man to contradift 
the Law —— | | _ 
5; Whether tbe Paſſive: Obedience of Perſons prohibited by a Law fron 
preaching the Word of God, be not deſtructive to the propagatioa and mainte» 
nante of the Goſpel of Chriſt ? | - no : 


2. In reference to the Law of the Land: 


. I, Whether the Opinion of the Commons of England, That the proſecution 
of Proteſtant Diſſenters, »por the penal Laws, is at this time grievous to ths 
Subject, « weakningof the proteſtant Intereſt, and an enconragement to Popery, 
and dangerows to the peace op the Kingdom,ought not to be taken into a more ſeri 
ous Conſideration ? 
2. Whether the proſecution of Diſexters does not ſeem a little ſtrange, as ts 
the preſent timing of -it, when the Papiſts lie under ſeveral Convifions of ſeek= 
iag the Ax of. the proteſtant Religion in the Kirgdoze, and when the Kingdom 
is underſuch fears and Jealouſies of the Predominancy of their AbettorsZ. ... , 
_. 3+ Whether it be not more proper to begin with Popery before they go about 
to extirpate Nox-Conformity # Yo 
4. Whether they who have with ſo much inveteracy rak*'d into the forgotfep 
and pardon'd Miſcarriages of the Presbyterians, had not better have ſpar their 
pains, as nothing at all to the purpoſe, except to what is unbecoming either 
peaceable or wiſe men ? | 11": ol 
. 5, Fifibly,, Whether a Law that creates Arbitrary Diſtreſſes and Impriſons 
went s, be not contrary to the Fundamentals of Magna Charta. "-1.-Þ. 2p 


© 3. In Reference to the Law of Scripture and Natyre. 
7. Whether the proceedings of the Law enforcers be not contraty to the 
Dg&rine of Chriſt, Whatever ye would that men ſhould do unto you, do ye-evex 
the ſame unto ther, for this is the Law and the Prophets ? p 
' 2. Whether it be according to Scripture; For Proteſtants acknowledpin; the 
fame Jeſw, the ſame Scripture, and agreeing in the Fardamentals of Religion, 
only for differences in human Ceremonies to tear and devour.one another? _. _. 
. 3. Whether in point of Appeal to make Parties themſclves Jadges,. be thing, 
uſual ? | | 
. 4+. Whether in the proſecution of Proteſtants by Proteſtants, to make-ufe. of 
Informers and Promooters, which the Lord Cook, calls, Turbiolum Hominyms 
Genxs., inſtead of Chriſtian advice and folid Arguments, be according tg 
Scripture # / Kart 
net ts: 4 Tr point of Policy, 


- 1; Whether it be not againſt the Rzles of Policy, for Engliſh-mwer of the ſame 
Religion, by cruelties and ſeverities to deſtroy one another, which _ of ne- 
ceflity weaken the Force, and deſtroy the T rade of the Nation 2 It being one of 
the Lord Cook's Maxime, That a King car never be poor when his Swbjedts are 
ARirhs, And therefore, . | v 

- 2» Whether it be not againſt the RuleFaf Policy to let up a Law far the encoy- 
ragement of wexatious Informers, who under the reverend Mantle of Love and 
Juſtice (touſe the Lord Cook's own words ) inſtituted Ft the proteFion of the 
Tunpeent, and the good of the Commonwealth, vex ang; deyavperize the Subje 
for: malice and private ends, never for love of Juſtice & >, wh 

Y 3- Wnes 
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2. Whether it be not contrary to the Rules of pr#dexce to make attempts in 
ftuitleſs undertakings, fince it is found by Experience, that perſecution rather en- 
cr: aſes than appeaſes Enmity, and the common Maxim 1s, that Samgais Martyrum 
eſt ſemen Eccleſie ? . 

4. Whether forbearance and rildneſ; would not abſolutely remove the ſcax- 
dal given to the proteſtant Churches abroad, and endear usto our Forraign pro- 


teftant Alliances ? 
5. Whether it be jr to afflict Proteſtants at home, when we entertain 
om 


afflicted Proteſtants abroad? | | 

6. Whether by theſe unnatural Diviſions the neceſſary Leagues and Tyes of 
Frieridſhip and acquaintance, common Truſt and Confidence among men, may 
not in time be broken, to the ruin of all Sociery ? 

5. Whether the wicked diſtinCtions of Tory and Fhigg, &c. were not ſet on 
foot to encreaſe the Diſſentions between Proteſtants, and whether the Inventi- 
on and the Malicious continuance. of them, do not deſerve a puniſhmenc equal 
to the wotlt of Felonics? | 

4 5. In Reference to the Executive part. 

x. Whether the Iſſuing out of general Warrants by the Juſtices of the Peace 
not Authorized by the Statute, do not render them obnox1ous to other Laws. 

2. Whether it be not almoſt morally impoſſible to Swear a Difſenters Meet- 
ing to be contrary to.the Lityrgy or practice of the Church of England, where 
thereis no overt aFZ of publick Diffurbance, or ſeditiou- Dodrine 
 3- Whether the proſecution of this Law do not afford ſeveral advantages to the 
ſpiteful and revengeful to reck their Spleen upon their Neighbours upon every 
ſlight diſguſt or falling out ? 

4. Whither it do not afford great opportunitis of Combination between ſame 
needy Juſtice of the Peace, and their wore nerdy Aſſociate the Informer, to pro» 
ſecute unlawful Gain ;. it being the generat complaint of treble diſtreſſes made 
without any Rturn 2 | 

| 5. Whether the Conſtable not being authorized to break open any door, or 
force any Gate or Hedge, if the »former beſo fool-hardy as todo either, and 
the Conſteble follow hin, the Conſtable and the Tyformer are not liable to the 
Law? . | b. 

6. Whether there be any Penalty above 5 [. (directed by this AR) tobelaid 
upon a Corſtable that ſhall be neg'igent in making Diſtreſſes purſuant to his #'4r- 
rants, it being a try'd Caſe at Bury Aſſizes in S»ffolk, 1678. or 1679.before the 
L. C. F. *croggs,where no more was recorded, although the Warrants were for 
ſome hundreds of prunds ? | ; 

7. Whether it benot aquenis/ againſt the Statute for the Obſervation of the 
Lords Day, by which it is expreſ]y Enatted, That zo Warrants fhall be ſerved 
pon that Day, but in Caſes of Treaſon, Felony, or Breach of the Feace, to ſerve 
a Warrant upon a Religions Meeting £ 

This being the $tete / the Diſſenters Caſe, there nothing remains behind, but 
for that moſt Sacred and Heavenly vertue Charity, to give up a true determina- 
tion, accroding to the Precepts of Scripture, Reaſon and Morality, andthe 
Rules of Chriſtian Governmenr. 

Although I cannot think but that moſt men are ſatisfied, that the 4 of the 
35 of Elis. is expired, yet I thought it might not be amiſs to ſubjoin hereunto 
the ſaid A@ at large, with all other Statutes made fince that A& that have any Re- 
ference to it; there have been ſo many ſolid Arguments given, by mea under- 
ſtanding in the Law, to prove the expiration of it, that I ſhall not-adventure to 
ſay any thing after them. 

The moſt waterial 4F upon which Diſſenters, are likely to be proſecuted, is 
that of the 22 ofhis preſent Majeſty, which hath been the Subject of molt of the 


preceding Diſcourſe, therefore I have alſo inſerted that at laage. 
Peſtigia 
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VESTIGIA VERITATIS, &:. 


An AF to retain the Queens Majeſties Subjefts in their 
due obedience. 


- 
_ 
. 


— 


Or the preventing and avoiding of ſuch great inconveniences and perils Raſt. Srat. vol. 
as might happen and grow by the wicked and dangerons prattices of *:< 1. fo. 397+ 
Seditious SeCtaries and diſloyal perſbns, Be it enacted by the Q1eens 
moſt excellent Majeſty and by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 

the Commons in this preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by the authority of the This Parlia- 
ſame, That if any perſon or perſons above the age of 16 years which ſhall obſti. my beganathe 
nately refuſe to repair to ſome Church, Chappel, or -uſual place of Common- gy cs 0 
Prayer, to hear Divine Service eſtabliſhed by her Majeſties Laws and Statutes, ,heq 
in that behalf made, and ſhall forbear to do the ſame by the ſpace of a Month was diffolved 
next after, without lawful Cauſe, ſhall at any time after 40 days next after the the 105% of 4- 
end of this Seſſion of Parliament by Printing, Writing, or Expreſs Words or ?'# following. 
Speeches adviſedly and purpoſely practiſe or go about to move, or perſuade 
any of her Majeſties Subjects or any other within her Highneſs Realms or Domini- 
ons, to deny, withſtand, and impugn her Majeſties Power and Authority in 
Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical united and annexed to the Imperial Crown of this Realm, or 
to that end or purpoſe ſhall adyiſedly or maliciouſly move or perſuade any other 
Perſon whatſoever to forbear or abſtain from coming to Church to hear Di- 
vine Service or to receive the Communion according to her Majeſties Laws and 
Statutes aforeſaid, or to come to or to be preſent at any unlawful Aſſemblies, 
Conventicles, or Meetings; under colour or pretence of any Exerciſe of Reli- 
10n; contrary to her Majeſties ſaid Laws and Statutes, or if any perſon or per- 
ns which ſhall obſtinately refuſe to repair to ſome Church, Chappel, or u- 
ſual place of Common Prayer, and ſhall forbear by the ſpace of a Month to hear 
Divine Service as is aforeſaid, ſhall after the ſaid forty days either of him or 
themſelves or by the motion, perſuaſion,entertainment or allurement of any other, 
willingly joyn in or be preſent at any ſuch Aſſemblies, Conventicles or Meetings, 
under colour or pretence of any ſuch Exerciſe of Religion contrary to the Laws 
and Statutes of this Realm as is aforeſaid ; That then every fuch perſon ſo of- 
fending as aforeſaid, and being thereof lawfully convicted, ſhall be committed to 
priſon, there to remain without Bayl or Mainpriſe, until they ſhall conform and 
yield themſelves to come to ſome Church, Chappel or uſual place of Common 
Prayer and hear Divine Service, according to her Majeſties Laws and Statutes 
aforeſaid, and to make ſuch open Submiſſion and Declaration of their ſaid Con- 
formity as hereafter in this Act is declared and appointed. 
Provided always and be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid; that if 
any ſuch perſon or perſons which ſhall offend againſt this A as aforeſaid; ſhall 
not within three Months next after they ſhall be convicted for their ſaid offence, 
conform themſelves to the obedience of the Laws and Statutes of thisRealm in 
coming to the Church to hear Divine Service, and in making ſuch Publick Con- 
feſſion and Submiſſion as hereafrer in this Aft is appointed and expreſſed, being 
therennto required by the Biſhop of the Dioceſs or any Juſtice of the Peace of 
the County where the ſame perſon ſhall happen to he,or by the Miniſter or Curate 
of thePariſh, that in every ſuch caſe every fuch offender being thereunto warned & 
required by any Juſtice of the Peace of the ſame County where ſuch Offenders ſhall 
then be, ſhall upon his and cheir corporal _ before the Juſtices of the Peace in 
2 the 
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the open. Quarter Seſſions of the ſame County, or at the Aſlizes and Gaol-delive- 
ry of tae faine County before the Juſtices of the ſame Aſſiſes and Gaol delivery, 
Abjuce this Realm of England and all other the Queens Majeſties Dominions for 
ever, unleſs her Majelty ſhall licence the party to return; And thereupon ſhalt 
depart out cf this Realm, ar ſuch Haven or Port, and within fuch time as ſhall 
in that behalf be aflizned aid appointed by the ſaid Juſtices before . whom ſuch 
ahjurarion ſhall be made, ualeis the ſame offender be letted or ſtayed by ſuch 
I1wful and reaſonable meansor cauſes as by the Common Laws of this Realm are 
permitted and allowed in caſes of abjuration for Felony. And in ſuch Caſes of let 
or ſtay, then within ſuch reaſonable and convenient time after as the Common 
Law requireth jn caſe of abjucation for felony asis aforeſaid. And that the Ju. 
ſtices ot Peace before whom any ſuc1 abjuration ſhall happento be made as is a- 
foretaid, ſhall cauſe the ſame preſently ro bs entred of Record before them, and 
ſhall cerrifie the ſame ro the [aitices of Aſſiſes andGaol delivery of theſaid County, 
at the nexc Aſliſes or Gaol-delivery to be holden in the ſame County. And if agy 
{uch offenders which by the tenour and iatent of this Act is to-be abjured as.is 
aforeſaid, ſhall rzfuie to make foc5 abjucation as is aforeſaid, orafter ſuch abjura- 
tion made, ſhallnot go to ſuch Haven and wichin ſuch time as is before appoiat- 
ed, and from thence depart out of this Realm according to this preſeat Act, or 
after ſuch his departure ſhall retucn or come again into any her Majeſties Realms 
or Doininions without her Majeſties ſpecial licence in that behalf firſt had and ob- 
tained : That then in every ſuch Caſe the perſoa ſo off:ading ſhall be adjudged a 
Felon, and [hall ſuffer as in caſe of Felony withour benefit of Clergy. 

And furthermore be it enacted by the Authority of this preſent Parlia- 
ment. Thar if ayy Perſon or Perſons that ſhall at any time hereafter, offead 
againſt this At, ſhall before he or they be ſo warned or required to make ab- 
juration according to the Tenour of this Act, repair to ſome Pariſh Church 
on ſome Sunday or other Feſtival day, and then and there hear Divine Service, 
and at the Service time before the Sermen, or reading of the Goſpel, make 
Publick and open Submiſſion and Declaration of his and their Conformity to 
her Majeſties Laws and Statutes as hereafter in this ACt is declared and appoint- 
ed; that then the ſame offender ſhall thereupon be clearly diſcharged of and 
from all and every the Penalties and Puniſhments inflifted or impoſed by this 
ACt for any of the Offences aforeſaid. The ſame Submiſſion to be made as 
hereafter followeth, That is to ſay: 

I. A. B. Do humbly confeſs and acknowledg, that I bave greivouſly offended 
God in contemning ber Majeſties Godly and lawful Government and Authority, by 
abſenting my ſelf from Church, and from hearing Divine Service, contrary to the 
Godly Laws and Statutes of this Realm, and in uſing and frequemting diſordered 
and unlawful Conventicles and Aſſemblies, under pretence and colour of exerciſe of 
Religion, And I am heartily. Sorry for the ſame, and do acknowledg and teſtifie in my 
Conſcience that no other Perſon bath or ought to have any Power or Authority over 
her Majcſly. And 1 do Promiſe and proteſt without any diſſimulation or any colour 
or means of any diſpenſation, that from henceforth 1 will from time to time obey and 
perform her Majeſties Laws and Statutes, mrepairing to the Church and hearing Di- 
vine Service, and do mine uttermoſt endeavour to maintain and defend the ſame. 

And that every Miniſter or Curate of every Pariſh where ſuch Submiſſion 
and Declaration of Conformity ſhall hereafter be ſo made by any ſuch Offender 
as aforeſaid, ſhall preſently enter the ſame into a Book to he kept in every 
Pariſh for that purpoſe, and within ten days next following, ſhall certihe the 
ſame in Writing to the Biſhop of the ſaid Dioceſs. 

Provided nevertheleſs, that if any ſuch Offender after ſuch Submiſſion made 
as is aforeſaid, ſhall afterwards fall into Relapſe, or eftſoouns, obſtinately 
refuſe to repair to ſome Church, Chappel, or uſual place of Common Prayer, 
to hear Divine Service, and ſhall forbear the ſame as aforeſaid, or ſhall come 
and be preſent at any ſuch Aſſemblies, Conventicles, and meetings, under colour 
or pretence of any Exerciſe of Religion, contrary to her Majeſties Laws and 
Statutes. That then every ſuch Offender ſhall loſe all ſuch benefit as he 
or ſhe might otherwiſe by vertue of this Aft, have or enjoy by reaſon of their 


laid Submiſſion, and ſhall thereupon ſtand and remain ia (uch plight, condition 
and 
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and degree to all intents, as though ſuch Submiſſion had never been made. 

And for that every Perſon having Houſe and Family, is in duty bounden to have 
ſpecial regard of the good Government and ordering of the ſame ; Be it enat- 
ed by the Authority aforeſaid, that if any Perſon or Perſons ſhall at any time 
hereafter, relieve, maintain, retain or keep in his or their Houſe or otherwilez 
any perſon which ſhall obſtinately refuſe ro come to ſome Church, Chappell, or 
uſual place of Common Prayer to hear Divine Service; and ſhall forbear the 
ſame by the ſpace of a Month together, contrary to the Laws and Statutes of 
this Realm, that then every Perſon which ſhall ſo relieve, maintain, retain, or 
keep any ſuch Perſon offeading as aforeſaid, after notice thereof to him or 
them given by the Ordinary of the Dioceſs, or any Juſtices of the Aſlizes of the 
Circuit, or any Juſtice of Peace of the County, or the Miniſter, Curate, or 
Church-wardens of the Pariſh where ſuch perſon ſhall then be, or by any of them, 
ſhall forfeit to the Queens Majelty for every perſon fo relieved, maintained, re- 
tained or kept afrer ſuch notice as aforeſaid, Ten Pounds for every Month, 
that he or they ſhall ſo relieve, maintain, retain or keep any ſuch perſon ſo 
offending. . 

Provided nevertheleſs, that this Act ſhall not in any wiſe extend to Puniſh or 
impeach any Perſon or Perſons for relieving, maintaining, or keeping his or - 
their Wive, Father, Mother, Child or Children, Wardes, Brother or Siler, 
or his Wives Father or Mother, not having any certain place of Habitation of 
their own, or the Husbands or Wives of any of them, or for relieving, main- 
taining, or Keeping any ſuch perſon as ſhall be Commiitted by Authority to the 
Cuſtody of any by whom they ſhall be ſo relieved, maintained or kept, any thing 
in this ACt contained to the contrary notwithſtanding. 

And for the more ſpeedy levying and recovering for and by the Queens Majeſty 
of all and Singular the Pains, Duties, Focfeitares and Payments, which at any 
time hereafter ſhall accrue, grow: or bepayable by vertue of this, Act, or of the 
Statutes made in the 2 zeb. year of her Majeſties Reign concerning Recuſants : 
Be it EnaCted by the Authority aforeſaid, that all and every the ſaid Pains, Du- 
ties, Forfeitures, and Payments, ſhall and may be recovered and levied to her 
Majeſties uſe, by Action of Debt, Bill, Plaint, Information, or otherwiſe in a- 
ny of the Courts commonly called Kings Bench, Common Pleas, or Exche- 
quer z in ſuch ſort and in all reſpects. as by the ordinary Courſe of the' Com- 
mon Laws of this Realm, any other Debt due by any ſuch Perſon in any other 
Caſe ſhould or may be recovered or levied wherein noeſloign, Proteftion or Wa- 
ger of Law ſhall be admitted or allowed. EO, _ 

Provided always that the Third Part of.the Penalties to be had or received by 
yertue of this ACt, ſhall be imployed and beſtowed to ſuch good and charitable 
uſes, and'in ſuch manner and form as is limitted and appointed in, the Statute 
made in the 28tþ year of her Majeſties Reign touching Recuſants: Peng 

Provided alſo that no Popiſh Recuſant or, Feme-covext ſhall be compelled or 
bound toabjure by vertue of this At. IN — 

Provided alſo that every perſon that ſhall Abjure hy force of this A, or re- 
fuſe to Abjure being thereunro required as aforeſaid, ſhall forfeit and loſeto her 
Majeſty all his Goods and Chattels forever, and ſhall further. loſe all his Lands 
Tenements and Hereditaments, for and during the lif ,of ſuch offender and 'no 
longer 3 And that the Wife of any offender hy force of this A {hall not, loſe her 

be fy 


, . 


Dower; Nor that any Corruption of Blood ſhall grow or reaſon of any of- 
fence mentioned in this ACt ; © But that the heir of every ſuch offender by force of 
this Act ſhall and may after the Death of every offender have andenjoy the Lands; 
Tenements and Hereditaments of ſuch offender, as if this At had not been made. 
And this At to continue no longer than the end of the next Seſſion of Parliament. 


C Anno 


39 Eliz, c.18, 
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Anno 39 Elz. cap. 1g. 


An Af for the reviving, continuance, explanation, perfetting and 
repealing of divers Statutes, 
And amongſt others it is there thus expreſſed, v1z. 


bruary #n the 35th year of the Queens Majeſties Reign that now is , there was 
an Aft made, Intituled, An At to retain the Queens Majeſties SubjeFts in 
their due Obedience, Be it enatted by the Authority of this preſent Parlia- 
ment that this Aft (viz. 35 of Eliz.) as well as the other there recited Statutes and 
Alts, ſhall be by Authority of this preſent Parliament revived, continued, and endure in 


. Na wherein the Parliament holden at Weſtminſter the 19. day of Fe- 


force and effett until the end of the next Parliament next enſuing. 


| The next Parliament was begun and holden at Weſtminſter the 27th day of 
ik 43. Zliz.c, 9. Oftober in the 43th of Eliz. and there continued until the Diſlolution thereof, be- 
"t SeR, 18, ing the totb of December next following, Arno 1601. And there in the gth Chap- 


SeR. 27, 


ter, Se&t. 18. this 35 Eliz. is again continued by the Sratute Intituled, An ACt 
for continuance of divers Statutes, and for repeal of ſome others. Asthe 27. 
Set. of the ſaid Aft does make to appear. The words are theſe, Be it enatted 
by the Authority of this preſent Parliament that the ſame f 9 be continued and [re- 
main in force until the end of the firſt Seſſion of the next Parliament. 

At the Parliament begun and holden at Weſtminſter the 19th day of March, 
the firſt year of King Fames, and there continued nntil the 7th of Fuly, Anno- 
1664 atid then prorogued until the 7t of February next following, which 
erided that Sefſion 


25, th the 25th Chap er Intituled, An Af for continuing and reviveing of di. 


yers Statutes, and for repealing of fome others, in Set. the 13th and the 24th 

this 35 Eliz- and among divers As, is again continued in theſe words, viz. 

_ be continued and remains in force until the end of the firſt Seſſion of tht next 
arkament. 


'* At theSecond Seflion of Parliament begun and holden by Prorogation at Weſt- 


minſter, the 5th day of November, in the Third year of King Fames, and 
there continued until the 27th of day, and from thence Prorogued till the 
18h of November next following, there isno mention at all made of any con- 
tinuance of this 35 Er. | 

Neither was there any mention made of this ſaid 35 El. at the next Seſ. 
fion of the faid Parliament, begun and holden at Webminſer, by Prorogation 
the 18th day of November, in the 4th y=uu of King James, which Seſſion en- 
ded the 4th of July, Anno 1607. and then was Prorogued until the 16tþ 
day of November next following. | 

Nor during all the Fourth Seffion of the ſaid Parliament, begun and hol- 
den by Prorogation at Weſtmimfter, the 19th day of February, in the 7th of 
King 74ers, and there continued until the 23th day of Fuly, (and then Pro- 
togned until the 16th day of Oftober next following. Anno 1610.) was there 
atiy the leaſt mention of a continuance of this ſaid 35 Elizaberh. 


The 
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The Vacation after Hyz/. 2o Jar. 


Emorand. That on Monday the 17th of February at SCt- yur Reg, 
jeants-Inn, upon the Aſſembly of all che Juſtices to 5: 

take Conſideration upon the Statute of 35 El:z.c.1. tor the Ab- 
juration of Searies; rhe Attorny-General and Serjeant Crew 
being there, after the peruſal of the Statute, and the continu- ogon ts wa. 
ances thereof, ic was firſt upon debate conſidered, Whether *7* of 3555 
this Statute was in force or diſcontinued, and upon the peru- ing *8zic. 
fal of the Proviſo in the Statute of Subſidy, and upon rea- 
ſoning the matter, thele Points were reſolved. 

1. If a Parliament be Aſſembled, and divers Orders made, what att ve 

and a Writ of Error brought, and a Record delivered to the Fin, 
higher Houſe, and divers Bills agreed, but no Bills Signed ; 
That this 1s but a Convention, and no Parliament or Seſſion ; 
as 1t was Arno 12 Fac.in which (as it was afhirmed by them 
which had ſeen the Roll) ic isentred tha it 1s not any Seſſion; 
or Parliament, becauſe that no Bill was ſigned, wide 33. H.6. 
Brook Parliament. 86. Every Seſſion in which che King ſigns 
Bills is a Parliament. 

2. It was agreed, that if diversStatutes be continued until 
the next Parliament or next Seſſion, and there is a Parliament 
or a Scſlion and nothing done therein as to continuance, all 
the ſaid Statutes arediſcontinued and gone. And then it was 
moved whether this Statute was diſcontinued, a nd ſeriatime, 

Jones, Chamberlain, Hutton, Denham, Haughton, Dodderidpe, 
Winch and Bromley declared their Opinions, that this Statute This $rarue- 
is diſcontinued, and thar the ſtature of Subſidy is a Parlia- 33, .1* 
ment, and tha every Parliament is a Sefſon, but not e con- Primed, bur 
verſo, for one Parliament may have divers Seſſions asthe Par- ofthe Sta 
lament 1 Fac. had four, and ended 7 Fac. wide 33. H. 6. Bro. 
Parl. 88. and that this Proviſo 1s not to any other purpoſe 
but to continue their proceedings in the ſame eſtate as if this 
Act had not been made, and it this Proviſo had not been, 
then this ſtatute had been diſcontinued by this Act of ſub- 
{idy, but when this ends and 1sdetermined, chen is the Seſſi- 
on ended, thenir is a ſeſſion, ſcil. a Parliament, which oughr 
tobe pleaded, arthe Parliament holden, «9c. andall the Com- 
miſſions of ſubſidy are accordingly and the proviſo call 
ita ſeſſion; Then this being dene, the Lord Chic Baron did 
not deliver any Opinion, & he ſaid, thathe had not conſi- 
deredthe ſtatute, and afterwards it was deſired thatthe Lon 
wou 
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would deliver their Opinions, and thereupon the Lord Ho- 
bart declared his Opinion accordingly, Tharit ſeemed to him 
that it was a Seſſion, and thatit was not fate to meddle with 
ſuch Law; and that he would never refuſeto declare his O- 
pinion with his Brethren. After the Lord Chict Juſtice Ley 
made a long diſcourſe concerning the purpoſe and intent of 
Parliament, Scilicet, Thatit was not their purpoſe to deſtroy 
ſo good Lawsand therefore it was not any ſuch Sc{l1on,as was 
wikis the intent of the preceding Parhament, which was, 
that theſe ſhould determine when 1t is a Parliament or Seſſion, 
in which good Laws are made. 

And Doderidge ſaid, that itwas fit to ſee the Commillion, 
and thatthat which hath been ſaid, was not to bind any one, 
but every one ſpoke what then he wasadviſed of, and perad- 
ycnture might change upon better conſideration. And after. 
wards, upon Txeſday on an Aſſembly of the two Chict Ju- 
ſtices, the Chief Baron, , Juſtice Haughton, Baron Denham, 
Hutton, Chamberlain, and Jonesthe Attorney General broughc 
the Commiſſion de 12E1:z. Fune 1. and that had theſe words ; 
Pro eo quod nullus Regalis aſſenſus, nec reſponſio per nos Praſtat. 
fuit nullum Parliamentum nec aliqua Seſſio Parliamenti lata aut 
tent. fuit. They haye power to adjourn this Parliament thus 
begun, and the Commiſſion to Diſlolye this Parhament 28 
Feb. Anno. 19 Jac. had theſame words, ſaving that he recite 
that he had given his Royal afſentto an Act of Subſidy, by 
which wasintended, that it ſhould not bea Seſſion ; andupon 
view of the Commuſſion, the Lord Chict Juſtice moved that 
the King was miſtaken in this,that hehad given Power to Diſ- 
ſolve this Parliament, which had notany Scilion,and if it be a 
Seflion,then he had no powerto Diſlolve it,and ch it is as it 
were a receſs, and a Parliament cannot be diſcontinued or dif. 
ſolycd, burby matter of Record, andthatby the King alone ; 
and if the Parliament yetcontinue, then this Statute alſo con- 
tinue during the Parliament by the Proviſo; bur that would 


not ſerye : For firſt it 1sagainſtthe intent of the King, and a- 
gainſt his Proclamation : And alſo the Caſe is truly put in the Com- 
miſſion, as to the matter in Fact ; and he is not miſfinformed,but miſtaken 
in the Law, and then the Commiſſion for the Diflolving is good, ſem- 
blable tothe Lord Chandois Caſe, and other Caſes, vide in Cholmleys 
Caſe ; but becauſe that all the Judges were not at this Conference,there- 
foreit was deferred until the next term ; and in the interim the Grand 
Secretary and the Attorney General were to inform the King, that the 
Statute 1s obſcure, and had not been put in ure, and that we could not 
agree, | 
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ſi divers Seſſions ſont in un meſme Parlement & le Roy ne ſigne bille tanque al darren, 
la tout neſt que un meſme jour,, & tout avera relation al primer jour del primer Seſſion 
& le primer jour C& le darren jour neſt que un meſme Parlement & un meſme jour in 
ley, niſi ſpectal mention ſoit fait in Patt quant ceo prendra force ;, mes cheſcun Seſſion in 
que le Roy ſigne les Billes eſt un jour a per lui, & un Parlement aper luy & navera au * - 
ter relation, mes 4 meſme le Seſſion : quod nota diverſitatem (34.H.8.) Bro. Tit. Parl. 
Fol.119. b.num.86. Thatis in Engliſh, if there be divers Seſſions in one and the 
ſame Parliamenc, and the King Signeth no Bill until the laſt day, there all is but 
one and the ſameday, and all ſhall have relation to the firſt day of the firſt Seſſion 
and the firſt day and the laſt day is but one and the ſame Parliament, and one and 
the ſame day in Law, unleſs there be ſpecial mention made in the At when that 
ſhall take its force ; but every Seſſion wherein the King Signeth any Bills, is a day 
by it ſelf, and a Parliament by it ſelf, and ſhall have no other relation but to the 
ſame Seſlion ; wherein note the diverlity 33. #.8. 


When a Parliament is called and doth fit, and is Diſſolved without any Att of 
Parliament paſſed, or Judgment given, it is no Seſlion of Parliament, but a Con- 
vention, Coke 4+ Inſt. fo.28. videallo 2. Bulſtr. fo. 237. . 


In Hobart's 1g <p It is St. Fohn*s Cale, there was an Aftion brought on the $aint- John 
Statute 21. H. 6. for not returning one Burgeſs, &c. And there it is ſaid,the Par- verſus Saint- 
liament was as none, becauſe there was no ACt nor Record of it. " John, 


Andin p. 111. Hobart ſays, the 12 Zacobi (which if you be judged by the Jour- 
nal, was a large,and well occupied Parliament) becauſe no AR Palled, nor Record 
is of it, was reſolved by all the Judges to be no Parliament. 


And now we are come to the Parliament begun and holden at Weſtminſter, the. 


19 of February, inthe 21 Year of King Fames, which was there continued until 


the 29 day of May following, and then Prorogued to the ſecond day of November, 
Anno 1624. and there, in the 28 Chapter, is an Act Intituled, An AF for conts- 
nuing and roviving of divers Statutes, and Repeal of divers others. wherein are theſ 
words, viz. Andſo much of one Act made in the 35 Bear ofthe Reign of 
the (aid late Q.Elizaberh, Jntituled, An Act toretain the Queens Baje- 
ſties Subjects tn thetr due Dbedience, as hath not been ſithence Repeal- ., ....«. in 
edby anyother Statute (and che other 557 Statutes which are there mention- ork AR revi- 
ed) ball, by vertue of this Aft be judged ever firce the Seſſion of Parliament in the 9th. ved and conti- 
Year of His Majeſties Reign of England to have been of ſuch force andeffett as the ſame nued. 

were the laſt day of that Seſſton, and from thenceforth until the end of the firſt Seſſion of 


the next Parliament. 


21 Jace c. 28. 


1 Car.1.cap.7. 
This Seſſion of 
. | Parliament 
Well, in the next Parliament begun and holden at IWe/tminſter the 18 day of (by reaſon of 
Tune, Anno 1625. in the lir{t Year of King Charls the I. and there continued un- *** increaſe of 


til the 11th. day of 7.y {ollowing, and then Adjourned until the firſt day of Au- a pony 
guſt following unto Oxford, ſeveral Acts Paſſed, and by a ſpecial Bill then Paſt, conveniences 
It was Enacted as followeth, (it is the 7:þ Chapter in Keeble) viz. And all Sta- ofthe Seaſon 
tutes and Atts of Parliament which are to have continuance unto the end of this reſent requiring a 
Seſſion ſhall be of full force after the ſaid Adjournment, urtil this preſent Seſſion be fully 000ny Ad- 


ended and determined,and if this Seſſion ſhall determine by Diſſolution of this preſent Par- - RE 


liament, then all the Atts aforeſaid, ſhall be continued until the end of the firſt Seſſion of ſhall not de- 
the next Parliameit, - termine by , 
| His Majeſties 
Royal Aﬀent 
to this & ſome 
C At other Acts. 


In farce 
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At the next Parliament begun and holden at Weſtminſter the 19th day of March, 

3 Car. 1, cap, 410 1627- inthe 3d Year of King Cherles the I. there is an Act in the Fourth 

4. Set. 21, Chapter, Intityled, An ft fur repeal and continuance of divers Statutes, among 
which in the 21 SeCtjon this 35 Eliz. is mentioned thus, wiz. And ſo much of one 
Att made in the 35 Tear of the peign of th: late Q.Eliz. [:t.sxed an Att to retginthe 
—_ Hajeſties Subjeiis in their due Obedience, as hath not been ſince Repealed by eny 

Se, 22, Other Statyte ,, 2nd inthe 224 Scttion it Enacts, that this 35 of Eliz, G verrue 0 
this Att ſhall te and continue u9.til the end of the firſt Seſſicn of the neat Parliament, beld- 
en inthe firſt Tear of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord the King that new 1s. 


+ in his Hiſto- From that 3d Year unto the 16 there 'is no mention made ( * as the Obſerver has 
ry ofthe Life truly Remark?d) of any thing relating to the 35. Elzz. But in the 16 (at the Par- 
and Deathof 1jament begun at Weſtminfter the 3d day of November, Anno 1649. c.4.) it is Ena- 
the 35+ EMT ted 95 followeth, 242. 


an e601. And be it Enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, that the Paſſing of this preſer.t AF, or 
oo Fake, te ay een ie ful tie 
| alt Statutes and Afts of Periamcn _ have their nj or were by = At f 
Parliament made in the 3d Year of the Reign of His Majeſtie that now is, Int tu: 

An Att for the Coatlanance and Repea Gf livers Statutes continued until the end 
of the firſt Seſſjon of the then next of Parte _ BordeL | T Hen 
adJud peverGuce Seſſion parlianen in the ſata Thir ' 
ſuch and effect as the ſame were the laſt voy of that 

©. 1, was con. MaVe, touching the contin 02 difcontinuance of the laid Statutes 


tinued, but AND Acts tn fath _ of the Third Bear of Dis Majeſttes Reign con- 


that AR {i 
hos is ace fuen, ag 
expired; 


And from this Statyte we find nothing of the 25 Eliz. gap. 1. till we come to 
oe 16 of his now Majeſty, and that Act I have recited here at large, as follow- 
Viz. 
b 
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HEREAS an A made in the 35th. Year of the Reign of our late Sove- 
VV reign Lady the Queen Elizaberh, Entituled, An ACt to retain the 
Regintes are Queens Majeſties Subjets in their due Obedience, hath not been put jn Executi- 
ef tweforts, 08 by reaſon of ſame Doubt oflate made whether the ſid Act be fill in 

| face, on it be very clear and evident, and it is hereby declared, that the 


xuge faid Att is ſtill in force, and ought to be put indue execution. 


2. Far providing therefore of further and more ſpeedy Remedies againſt the 
xr reme- growing and dangerous practices of ſeditious SeCtaries, and other difozal per- 

Se- - han pretence of Tender Conſciences do at their Meetings ggnrrive 
bolts. Inſurrections, as late Experience hath ſhewed : 


3. Be 


S- 


3. Be it enatted by the Kings moſt Excellent Majeſty, by and with the advice Unlawful 
and conſent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal,aad the Commans in this pre- Conventicles 
ſent Parliament aſſembled,and by Authority of the ſame ; Thar if any pexſon of — 
the Age of 16 Years or upwards, being a Subject of this Realm,at any time after wr Li 
the firſt day of Fly, which ſhall be in the Year of our Lord 1664, ſhall be pre- exciſe of Reli- 
ſent at any Aﬀembly, Conyenticle, or Meeting, under colour or pretence of any gion forbid- 
Exerciſe of Religion, in other manner than is allowed by the Liturgy or Prafice den. 
of the Church of Engl.na, in any place within the Kingdom of England, Domi- 
nion of Hales, and Town of Berwick upon Tweed; at which Conveaticle, Meet- 
ing, or Aſſembly, there ſhall be Five Perſons or more afſembled together, oyer 
and above thoſe of the tame Houfhold ; then it ſhall and may be lawful to and 
for any two Juſtices of the Peace of the County, Limit, Diviſion, or Liberty, 
wherein the Offence aforeſaid ſhall be committed, or for the chief Magiſtrate of 
the place where ſuch Offence aforeſaid ſhall be committed, (if it be within a Cor- 
poration where there are not two Juſtices of the Peace) and they are hereby re- The punith- 

uvired ard enjoyned, upon proof to them or him reſpectively made of ſuch Of- ment and 
ence, cither by Confeſſion of the Party, or Oath of Witneſs or notorious Eyi- manner of 
dence of the Fatt, (which Oath the ſaid Juſtices of the Peace and chief i- nn 
ſtrate reſpectively, are hereby impowered and required to adminiſter) to he ficſt 
a Record of every ſuch Offence and Offences, under their Hands and Seals re- Offence. 
ſpeCtively ; which Record ſo made as aforeſaid, ſhall to all intents and 
{es be in Law taken and adjudged to be a fall and perfet Conviftion of every 
ſuch Offender for ſuch Offeace. And thereupon the ſaid Juſtices and chief Ma- 
giſtrace reſpeCtively, ſhall commit every ſach Offender ſo convited as aforeſaid, 
to the Gaol or Houſe of Correction, there to remain without Bail or Main- 
riſe, for any time not exceeding the-ſpace of three Moneths, unleſs ſuch Of- 
ader fhall pay down to the Juſtices or chief Magiſtrate ſuch Summa of Money, 
not excceding 5 /. as the ſaid Juſtices or chief Magiſtrate,(who are hereby there- 
unto authorized and required) ſhall fine the ſaid Offender at, for his or her faid 
Offence ; which Money ſhall be paid to the Churchwardeas, for the relief of the 
Poor of the Pariſh where ſuch Offender did laſt inhabit. 


4- And be it further enated by the Authority aforeſaid, That if ſuch Offend- gecongi Of- 
er 10 convicted as aforeſaid, ſhall at any time again commit the like Offence con- fence. 
trary to this At, and be thereof in manner aforeſaid convitted, then ſuch Of- 
fender ſo convict of ſuch ſecond Offence ſhall incucr the penalty of Impriſfon- 
ment in the Gaol or Hoyle of CorreCtion, for any time not exceeding fix Mo- 
neths without Bail or Mainpriſe, unleſs ſuch Offender ſhall pay down to the faid 
Juſtices or chief Magiſtrate, ſuch Summ of Money, not exceeding 10 4. as the 
ſaid Juſtices or chief Magiſtrate (who are therennto authorized and required as 
aforeſaid) ſhall fine the ſaid Offender at, for his or her ſaid ſecond Offence, the 
ſaid Fine to be diſpoled in manner aforeſaid. 


5-And be it further enaRed by the Authority aforeſaid, That if any ſuch Offend- Third OF 
er {0 convict of a ſecond offence, contrary to this A& in manner aforeſaid, ſhall feace- 
at any time again commit the like offence contrary to this At, then any two Ju- 
ſtices of the Peace, and chief Magiſtrate as aforeſaid reſpettively, ſhall commit 
every ſuch Offender to the Gaol or Houſe of CorreCtion, there to remain with- 
out Bail or Mainpriſe, untill the next General Quarter Seſſions, Aſſizes, Gaol- 
delivery, Great Seſlions, or Sitting of any Commiſſion of Oyer and Terminer in 
the reſpeCtive County, Limit, Diviſion, or Liberty which ſhall firſt happen, when 
and where every ſuch Offender ſhall be proceeded againſt by — 
u 
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ſuch Offence, and ſhell forthwith be arraigned upon ſuch Indiftiert, ard 
ſhall then plezd the General Iſſue cf Not Guilty, and give any ſpecial matter in 
- Evidence, or confeſs the IndiAtment. And if ſuch Offender pre ceeded avainit 
ſhall be lawfully convict of ſuch Offence, either by Confeſſion or Verdict; or if 
ſuch Offender ſhall refuſe to plead the General Iſſue, cr to conte's the Indict- 
ment ; then the reſpeCtive Juſtices of tne Peace at their General Quarter Sefſi- 
ons, Judges of Aſſize and Gaol-delivery, at the Aſſizes 2nd Gzol-d2ivery, Juſti- 
ces of the Great Seſſions at the Great Seſſioi.s, and Commitll.oners of Oyer and 
Terminer at their Sitting, arc hereby enabled and required to cauſe Judement to 
be entered againſt ſuch Offender, that ſnch Offender {hall be tranſported beyond 
the Seas to any of His Majeſty*s Forein Plantations, (Yrrginiaand New Frgl. only 
excepted) there to remain ſeven Years ; and ſhall forthwith under their Hands 
and Seals make out Warrants to the Sheriff or Sheriffs of the ſame County where 
ſuch Conviction or Refuſal to plead or to confeſs as aforcſaid ſhall be, fafely to 
convey ſuch Offender to ſome Port or Haven neareſt or moſt commodious to be 
appointed by them reſpeCtively, and from thence to embarque ſuch Offender, to 
be ſafely tranſported to any of His Majeſty*s Plantations beyond the Seas, s ſhall 
be alſo by them reſpectively appointed, (Yirginia and New England onely ex- 
cepted.) Whereupon the ſzid Sheriff ſhall ſately convey and embarque.,or cauſe 
to be conveyed or embarqued, ſuch Offender to be tranſported as aforeſaid, un- 
der pain of forfeiting for default of ſo tranſporting every ſuch Offender the 
- Summ of 401. of lawful Money, the one moiety thereof to the King, and the 
other moiety to him or them that ſhall ſve for, the ſame, in any of the Kings Courts 
of Record, by Bill, Plaint, Action of Debr,-or Information ; in any of which 
no Wager of Law, Eſſvin, or ProteCtion ſhall be admitted. And the faid reſpe- 
five Court ſhall then alſo make out Warrants to the ſeveral Conſlables, Head- 
boroughs, or 'Tythingmen of the reſpective places, where the Eſtate Real or Per- 
ſonal of ſuch Offender to be tranſported ſhall happen to be, commanding them 
thereby to ſequeſter into their hands the Profits of the Lands, and to diſtrain 
and ſell the Goods of the Offender ſo to be tranſported, for the reimburſing of 
the ſaid Sheriff, and ſuch reaſonable Charges as he ſhall be at, and ſhall be allow- 
ed bim by the ſaid reſpeCtive Court for ſuch conveying and embarquing of ſuch 
Offender ſo to be tranſported, rendring to the party, or his or her Aſſigns, the 
Overplus of the ſame if any be, unleſs ſuch Offender, or ſome other on the be- 
half of ſuch Offender ſo to be tranſported, ſhall give the Sheriff ſuch Sureties as 


he ſhall approve of for the paying all the ſaid Charges unto him. 2__ 


How ſeditions 6- And be it further enaCted by the Authority aforeſaid, That in default of 
Seftaries be- defraying ſuch Charges by the parties to be tranſported, or ſome other in their 
ing convidted behalf, or in default of Security given to the Sheriff as aforeſaid; it ſhall and 
may be tran- may be lawful for every ſuch Sheriff to contraCt with any Maſter of a Ship, Mer- 
—_— chant, or other perſon, for the tranſporting of ſuch Offender at the beſt rate he 
can ; and that in every ſuch caſe it ſhall and may be lawful for ſuch perſons ſo 
contracting with.any Sheriff. for tranſporting ſuch Offender as aforeſaid, to de- 
tain and imploy every ſuch Offender ſo by them tranſported, as a Labourer to 
them or their Aſſigns, for the ſpace of Five Years to all intents and purpoſes, as 
if he or ſhe were bound by Indentures to ſuch perſon for that purpoſe. And that 
the reſpective Sheriffs ſhall be allowed or paid from the King upon their reſpe- 
five Accounts in the Exchequer all ſuch Charges by them expended for convey- 
ing, embarquing, and tranſporting of fuch perſons, which ſhall be allowed by 
The ſaid reſpective Courts, from whence they received their reſpettive Warrants, 
and which ſhall not have been by any of the ways aforementioned paid, ſecured, 

or reimburſed unto them as aforeſaid. 


7. Pro- 


4 


_ 
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VII. Proviled always, and be it further Enatt:d, That in Cate the Offendorx ſo in- _ mn_ the Of- 
dited and Convited for the f1jd rhird Offence, ſhall pay wto the hands of rhe 47777 57. 96 


; Rez . » hy | diſcharged "p 
Regilter cr Clers of th2 Court or Seſions where he ſhall be Conucted (he- —_— fi 


{ore the ſaid Court or Seſſions [hall ye ended) rhe ſum of 10 /. T hat then the laid p.und 

Oiftendor ſhall be diicharged frem TI ranſpertation, and the Judgment for the tame. 
8. Ard be it further Eratted, That the lize imprifonmeat, {ud.ctnent, Arraign- Pump ent of 

ment and Proceedings, ſhal! be againſt ecery ſuch Offender, zs oftca as he iball ey - #4 

again offer:d, alter ſuch third Otfence, neverthelet$ is diſchargeable and diſcharged *** Tem 

by the payment of tae iize ſum, as was paid by fuch Offendor for his or her 1aid 

Offence n<x. before committed together with the Additional and increaied ſum of 

1001. more upoa every rev Ofe..ce comm:tted, the faid retpective ſums ro be 

paid as aforeſaid: and co b- diipaled of, as followerh (viz.) the one motety for the Pocalty: of he 

Repair of the Pariih-Church, or Churches , Chapp<cl, «r Chappels of ſuch Parith ,, ., "Jratl _ 

withiu which ſuc:1 Conventicle, Alſembly, or meeting ſhall be held, and the other 4i30ſ: a: 

moiety to the Repair of t.ie High-ways cf the iaid Pariſh, or Pariſhes (if need re- 

quire) or othecwic for the amendment cf uti High ways as the Juſtices of the 

Peace at their- reip2:tive Quar.er-Selſions ſhall direct aad appoint. Aad if any 

Conſtable, Head .ozough, or Tythingmaa, inal: neglect ro Execurt2 any the faid 

Warrants made unto them for ſequeſtring Ciſtraining 2nd ſelling any of the Goods 

aid Chattels ofany Otfendor againſt this Act, for the levying tuch ſums « © money 

as ſhall be impotcd tor the lirit or ſecond Offence, he ſhall forfeit for every ſuch 

neglect the ſum of 5 /. of lawful money of Erg/aad, the o01c Moiety thereof to 

the King, and the oth-r Moiety to him that will ſue for the ſam2 in auy of the 

Kings Courts of Record as aforeſaid. And if any petſon be at any time ſu:d for 

putting in Execution any of the powers contained in this Act, tuch perſon ſhall and Perf n ſucd 

may plead the Ge::eral Iſſue and give the ſpecial matter in Evidence. And if thef » excc 4-12 

Plaintiff be Non-ſuit. or a Verditt pals for the Defendant thereupon, or if the 'Mi 479 
_—_ _ =:564 aaa Þ A. 4 - i plead the gen 

Plaintiff diſcontinuz his Action, or if upoa Demurrer Judgment be given f.r the ,.,, Iſſue. 4d 

Defendant, every tuch Defendant ſhall have his or their treble Coits. recover ircble 
9. And be it further Enatted, That if any perſon againſt whom Judgment of C /ts. 

Tranſportation ſhall be given in manner a.oreiaid, ſhall make cſcape before 'I'ranſ- , £427 - - 

Portation cr being Trauſported as aforeſaid, ſhall return unto this Realm of Ea po —— 

£12nd Dominion of Wales, and Town of Barwick, upon Tweed , without the ſpe- ; yy after Iranſ- 

cial Licence of his Majeſty, his Heirs, and Succeſlors, in that behalf firſt had and portanon. 

obtained, Thar the party ſo eſcaping, or returning, ſhall be adjudged a Fellon , 

2nd ſhall ſuffer Death, as in ca!e of Fellony without benefit of Clergy, aud ſhall 

forfeit and looie to his Majeſty, all his or her Goods and Chattels for ever ; and 

ſhall farther looſe to his Majeſty all his, or her Goods and Chattels, Lands, Te- 

nements and Hereditaments, fcr and during the Life of fuch Offendor, and no lon- 

ger. And that the Wife of any ſuch Offendor by force\pf this Act ſhall not loſe 

her Dower, nor ſhall any corruption of Blood grow , or be, by reaſon of any ſuch 

Offence meationed in this Act, but rhat the Heir of every ſuch Offendor by force 

of this At, ſhall and may after the death of ſuch Offendor have and enjoy the 

Lands, Tenem. tits and Hcreditaments of ſuch Offendors as if this Att had not 

been made. W-4 
10. And ſor better preventing of the miſchiefs which may grow by ſuch ſeditious 5$447:31u5 and 

and tumulttious Meetings, under pretence of Religious Werſhip. Pe ir farther En- tum I:uous 

altrd by the Ambority aforeſaid, That the Lieutenants , or Debuty-Lientenants, or Mectings and 

any Commiſſioned Officers of the Militia, or any other, of his Majeſties Forces, ©**ve tiles. 

with ſuch Troops or Companies of Horſe or Foot, and alſo the Sheriffs and Juſti> 

ces of Peace and other Magiſtrates and Miniſters of Juſtice, or any of them jointly, 

or ſeverally, within any the Counties or places within this Kingdom of England, 

Dominion of Hales, or Town of Berwick upon Tweed, with ſuch other Aſſiſtance 

as they ſhall think meer , or can get in readineſs with the ſooneſt, on Certificate 

made to them reſpectively, under the hand and Seal of any one Juſtice of the Peace, 

or Chief Magiſtrate as aforeſaid; of his particular information, or knowledg of 

ſuch unlawful Meetings, or Conventicles, held or to be held in their reſpeCtive 

Counties or places, and that he (with: ſuch Aſſiſtance as he can' get together, is 

not able to ſuppreſs or diſſolve the tame) ſhall and may, and are hereby required to 

repair unto the place where they are ſo held, or to be held, and by the beſt means' 

they can, to diſſolve and diſſipate or prevent all ſuch tnlawful Meetings ; and take 

mto their Cuftody, ſuch of _——— ſo unlawfully Aſſembled, as they ſhall 
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judg to be the Leaders and Seducers of the reſt; and ſuch others , as they ſhall 
think fit to be proceeded againſt, according to Law for ſuch their Off.nces. 

11. And be it Enetted by the Authority | hy » That every perſon who ſhall 

The penalty of Wittingly and willingly ſuffer any ſuch Conventicle , unlawtut Aſſembly or 

fering Con- Meeting aforeſaid, to be held in his or her Houſe, Out-honſe, Barn cr Rocm, 
ventieles *npri- Yard or Backſide; Woods or Grounds, ſhall incur the ſame Penalties and Forſei- 
wate bouſes. tures as any other Offendor againſt this Act ought to incur and be proceeded againſt 
in all points in ſuch inanner as any other Offendor againſt this Act ought to be pro- 

ceeded agianſt. ; 
12. Provided alſo, and be it Enatted by the Authbrity aforeſaid, That if any Kee- 

Goalers may yer of any Goal or Houſe of Cerre*tion, ſhall ſuffer any perſon committed to bis 
or va Cuſtody for any Offence againſt this Act, to go at Large, contrary to the Warrant 
uhis AB 10 - ar of his Commitments, according to this Act, or ſhall permit any Perſon who is at 
Jarge. Large, to joyn with any Perſon Comthitted to his Cuſtody, by yertue of this Att in 

the exerciſe of Religion diſtering from the Rites of the Church of Exgland. Then 
every ſuch Keeper of a Goal or Houſe of CorreCtion, ſhall tor every tuch Offence, 

The Penal'y. forfeit the ſum of 10 /. to be levied, raiſed, and diſpoſed by ſuch perſons and in 

ſuch manner as the Penalties for the firſt aud ſecond Offences againft this Att are to 

| be Levied, Raiſed and diſpoſed. | | | 

13. Provided always, That no perſon ſhall be puniſhed for any Offence againſt 

within what this At, unleſs ſuch Offendor be proſecuted for the ſame within three Months after 
8:me fend 75 theoffence committed; and that no perſon who ſhall be puniſhed for any Offence by 
my e #r /*<- yertue of this At ſhall be puniſhed for the fame Offence by vertue of any other 

; Act or Law whatſoever. | _ | 

Mapried wo. | 14+ Provided alſo and be it Enalted, That Judgment of Tranſportation ſhall not 
inen bew ts be Þ& given againſt any Feme Covert unlefs hcr Husband be at the ſame time under the 
puniſhed. like judgment, and not diſchatged by the payment of money, as atforeſzid ; but 

that inſtead therebf ſhe ſhall by the reſpeCtive Court be committed ro the Goal or 
Houſe of Correction, there toremain without Bail or Mainprize, for any time not 

_ exceeding 12 Months, unleſs her Hnsband ſhall pay down tuch. ſum not exceeding 
40 1. to redeem her from impriſonment, as ſhall be impoſed by the fa:d Court, the 
faid fom to be diſpoſed by ſuch perſons, and in ſuch manner, as the Penaitics for 
the firſt and ſecond Offence againſt this Act are to he diſpoſed. 

How Fiſtices _ 5: Provided alſo, and be it Enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Juſtices 
of the v aſt _— of the Peace, and Chief Magiſtrate reſpectively, impowered as aforeſaid, to put 
enter into bouſes this ACt in Execution, ſhall and may with what Aid, Force and Aſſiſtance they 
{oſpeBBedfer ſhall think fit for the better Execution of this Act, aiter refuſal or denial, enter in- 

onvenizcles. toany Houſe or other place, where they ſhall be informed any ſuch Conventicle as 

aforeſaid is or ſhall be held. 

The bouſes of 16, Provided, That no Dwelling-houſe of any Peer of this Realm , whileſt he 
Peers, or his Wife ſhall be there Reſident, ſhall be ſearched, by vertue of this At, but 

by immediate Warrant from his Majeſty, under his Sign Mannal, or in the pre- 
fence of the Lieutenant, or one of the Deputy-Lieutenants, or two Juſtices of the 
Peace, whereof one to be of the Quorum of the ſame'County or Riding, nor ſhall 
any other Dwelling-houſe of any Peer or other perſon whatſoever, be entered into 
with Force by vertue of this A, but in the preſence of oce Juſtice of the Peace 
or chief Magiſtrate reſpectively, except within the City of Zondon, where it ſhall 
be Iawfal for any ſuch other Dwelling-houſe to be entred into as aforeſaid, in the 
preſence of one Juſtice of the Peace, Alderman , Deputy-Alderman, or any one 
Ccmmiſſioner for the Zieutenancy for the City of London. 

frhat perſons , 17: Provided alſo, and be it Enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, That no perſon 
ay not be com- ſhall by vertueof this At, be committed to the Houſe of Correftion, that ſhall 
» jecd ro the bouſe ſatisfie the ſaid Juſtices of the Peace, or chief Magiſtrate reſpeftively, that he or 
of Correction, ſhe (and incaſe of a Feine Covert that her Husband) ha:h an Eſtate of Free-hold, 

or Copy-hold, to the value of 5 /. per Amun, or perſonal Eſtate to the value ot 
561. anything in this Aft to the contrary notwithſtanding, : 
18. And in regard a certaitt Seft called Quakers, and other SeQtaries are found 

Perſons ſer-, not only to offend in the mattets provided againſt by this ACt, but alſo obſtruct 

ved with Proceſs the proceedings of Juſtice, by their obſfinare refuſal ro take Oaths lawfully xen- 
refuſing to 12 gered nnto-them, in the ordinary Courſe of Law, Therefore be ic farther Enafted, 
an 0019, HM: by rhe Authority aforeſuid, that if any perſon, or petſors, being duly ard legally 
ſafved with Proceſs or Other Simmons, to appear in arty Court: of Record _ 

re 
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Ceourt-Leets, as a Witneſs, or returned to ſerve of any Jury , or ordered to be exs 
amincd upcn interrogatories, or being preſent in Court, ſhall refuſe to take any 
Judicial Oath legally tendered trohim, by the Judg or Judges of the fame Court 
having no legal Plea to Juſtifie, or excuſe the refutal,of the ſame Oath, or it 2ny 
Perſon or Perſons being duly ſeryed with Proceſs to anfwer any Bill , exhibited 
againſt him or them in any Court of Zqaity,. or any Suit in any Court Eccleſtaſtical 
ſhall refuſe to anſwer 1uch Bill or Suit upon his or their corporal Oath, in caſes 
where the Law requires ſach Anſwer to be ppt jn upon Oath, or. being fammoned 
to bea Witneſs in any ſuch Court, or grdered to be examined upon Interrogatories 
ſhall for any Cauſe or Reafon not allowed by Law, refuſe to take ſuch Oath, as in 
ſuch Caſes is required by Law, That then and in ſuch Caſe the ſeveral and reſpe- 
ive Courts wherein ſuch refufal ſhall be made, ſhall be and. re hereby enabled to 
Record, Enter,or Regiſterſuch Refuſal ; which Record or Entry ſhall be ad.is here- 
by made a Convictian of ſuch Offence, and all and every perſon and perſons, fe 
aforeſaid oltending, ſhall for every ſuch Offence, iacur the judgment gad puniſhment 
of Tranſportation, in ſith manner as is appointed by this Act for other Qfences. 

19. Provided always, That if any perſon or perſons aforecfaid, ſhall come into - 
ſuch Court, and take his or their Oath in theſe words. c How ſuch per- 

1 do fwear, that I do not hold the taking of an Oath to be unlawful, nor refuſe to tak? [,.; yy be pe 

an Oath on that Account, _ a | - A; quitied. 

20. Which Oath; the reſpective Court or Courts aforeſaid; arehereby Authori- 
zed, and required, forthwith to tender, admiuiſter and Regiſter before the Entry 
of the Conviction jaforeſaid, or ſhall take fuch Oath betore ſome Juſtice.of the 
Peace, who is hereby Authorized and required to Adminiſſer the, ſame to. be re- 
tarned into ſuch Court, ſuch Oath ſo made ſhall acquit himor them from ſuch pu- 
niſhment , any thing herein to the contrary — | 

21. Provided always, That every perſon convicted as aforeſaid, in Courts afore- 
ſaid (other then his Majeſties Courts of Kings-Berch, or before, the Juſtices. of AL 
ſize, or General Goal-deliyery) ſhall by Warrant containing a Certificate of ſuch 
Conviction, under the Hand and Seal of the reſpective Judg or Judges,, before 
whom tuch Conviction ſhall be had, be ſent to ſome one of hisMajzſties Goals in the 
fame County where ſuch Conviftion was had, there to remain without Bail or 
Mainprize, untill the next Aſlizes or General-Goal-D:livery, where, if ſuch per- 
ſon ſo co:vittcd, ſhall refuſe to take the Oath aforeſaid, being tetidered unto him by 
the -ultice or Juſtices of Aſſize or Goal-delivery,then ſuch Juſtice,or Juſtices ſhall 
cauie [udgment of Tranſportation to be executed in ſuch manner as judgment of 
Tranſporcation by this ACE is to be executed ;, But in caſe ſuch perſoa ſhall take 
the {aid Oath, then he ſhall chcreupon be diſcharged. 7 

22. Provided always, and he it Enatted by the Anthority aforeſaid, That if any 9» ole 4 
Peer of this Realm, ſhall offend againſt this AC, he ſhall pay 16 4. for the firſt of- _ Peers offend- 
fence, and 29 /. for the ſecond offence, to be levied upon his Goods and Chattels by '"s —_— ”- k 
Warrant from any two Juſtices of the Peace, or chief Magiltrate of the place, or proceeded agal>ſt 
Diviſion, where ſuch Peer ſhall dwell ; and that every Peer for the third and every 
- =>" qo againſt the Tenour of this Aft, ſhall be tried by his Peers and not 
otherwiſe. , | ; | —_ 

23. Provided alſo and be it further Enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That; this -- 
At ſhall continue in force for three years after the end of this. preſent Seſſion of The conving.” | 
Parliament, and from thence forward to the endof the next Seſſion of Parliament, © *f thir 4 || 
after the ſaid three years, and no longer. 

Since this was finiſhed,l found in the Londen Gazette Publiſhed Thurſday April 21. 
121681. this Paragfaph, viz. SE $a iz 
To wndecerve the Kings Leydl Sub etts," who may be miſled into Error by a Pampblat 
called The Hiſtory of the Life Death of 25 Eliz, Theſe are to 4 them, that 
that Alt F others, was continued 1 Jac. until the end of the firſt Seſſion of the next 
Parliament, Thers were four Tp. in that Parliament, the laſt whereof ended' 5 Jac.. 
but the Att was to continue to the firſt Seſſion of the next Parliament ;, and though every 
Seſſion to ſaine purpoſes be as 4 ſeveral Parliament, yet it is na ſuch Parliament which caa 
have a firſt Selfom nd us never in Aits of . Parliament ftiled the next Parliament. The 
next Parliament ſumgnoned was 12 Jac. but becauſe nething was done therein, it was held 
no Parliament. - Then a Parliament was ſummoned 18 Jac. wherein paſſed only Stbſidies 
@raned by the Spiritualty and Temporalty. Hence a queſtion aroſe 20 Jac. 2 

Z5. Eliz. 
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35 Eliz. was not diſcontinued upon this ground, thit 13 Jac. was a Seſſion by paſſing the 
Subſidy Alt, which being refert 'ard ali the Judzes, mne wf them were "of * Upinien, 3% 
Eliz. with the ether Lams contirued 1 Jac. were thereby difcontinued. To prevent 
nhich miſchief, The Parlzament 21 JaC. not only revives 35 EN, ard rhoſe ather Law's 
in all 58. but Enaits that they ſhall be 4d udged ever fince rhe S: fun of Parliament 7 Jac. 
to have been of ſuch Force and Effet as the ſame were the laſt day of thut Seſſion. And 
"is undoubicd they all were then tw force, by Virtue of 1 Jac. und the latter continuance 
run clear without the azd of the Declaratory Law of 16. Car. 2: Ard thingy this Con- 
venticle Att of 16 Car. 2. be expired, yet there is another of greater Feice 22 of the 
King yet in being. +3 | 

And having therein mentioned the ALft of the 22 of his Prefent Majeſty, I 
thouzhr I could not . juitly acquit my felf of waat I had underca:ten ( waz; 
impartially and' fully to ſet down all that might any ways have Relation to this: 
35 Eliz. c. 1.) without giving you that Statute at Large, wheieby the Judicious 
Reader may fee how ter it proves the 35 E1:z. ſtill to be in force. 


Keeble St. A.r2. : 
Car 2. 1. fol. An Att to Prevent ane Sppreſs Seditions Conventiches, 
2,63, | 
The Proaa bits | Th providing further and more fpeedy remedies againſt the growing and dan- 
gerous practiſes of Seditious Sectaries and other difoyal perſons, who under 
pretence of Tender Conſciences, have or may at thcir Meetinss contrive Inſur-.. 
rections (as late experience hath ſhown) Be it Enatted by the 4 ings nioit Excelient 
Majeſty, by and'with the advice and confent of the Lords Spiritual -and Temporal 
Corcereicles &c 3nd Commons 1n this preſent Parliament Aſſembled, and by Anttority of the lame, 
forbidden ofter Thatif any Perfon of the age cf 16 yeers cr upwards, L<iry a Suvjezt of this 
the Tenth of May Realm, at any time after the Tenth day of ay next, ſhali be preſent at any Af- 
1670, ſembly, Conventicle or Meeting, under colour or pretence of any excrciſe of Re- 
I:gion in other manner then acccrding to the Liturgyand practiſe of the Church of 
England, inany place within the Xtngdom of En2{ard, Dominion of ales, or | 
Town of Berwick upon Tweed, at which Conventicle, Meeting or Aſſembly, there 
ſhall be five Perſons or more aſſembled tegether, over 'and beſidcs thote of the . 
fame houſhold ; if it be in a houſe where there is a family inhabiting, or if it be 
ina houſe, field, or place where there is no famnly inhabiting : Then where any 
five perſons cr more are ſo-aſſembled: as aforeſaid, it fhall and may be lawfull to 
Yew the Oftn- and for any one or more Juſtices of the Peace of the County, Limit, Dt viſion, | 
= nof #* Copporatior or Liberty, wherein the offence aforeſaid ſhall be committed, or lor - 
Convicied. the chief Magiſtrate of the Place where the offence aforeſaid ſhall be commitred. 
| And he and they are hereby required and enjoyned; upen proof to him or them 
reſpettively made of ſnch offence, cither þy confeffion of the party, or Oath of 
two Witneſſes (which Oath, the ſaid-Juſtice and Juſtices of the Peace and chief 
Magiſtrate —_— are hereby impowred and required'to Adminiſter) or by 
notorious Evidence and circumſtante'6f: the Faft, to make a Record of every ſuch 
offence under his or their Hands and Sealsrefpectively ; which Record ſo made as 
aforeſaid, ſhall to all intents and purpoſes be in Law taken and adjudzed to be a 
full and perfect Conviction of every ſuch Offender for fuch offence; and thereupon 
| - _ the ſaid Juſtice, Juſtices, and chief Magiſtrate reſpeftively, ſhall impoſe on every 
| 5 Lin ſuch Offeader ſo Convict as aforeſaid, a Fife of 5 5. for ſuch firſt Offence, which 
— Cn 'Record'and Coriviction ſhall be Cert: by the ſid Juſtice, Juſtices, or chief Ma- 
Convie:ion to giftrate, at the next Quarter Seſſions of the Peace {dr the County cr Plac2 where the. 
beremrned ro Offence was Committed-... . # | ow . 
the nex! Quar= 7 Aydbe it further Enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if ſuch! Offerider {6 
=: is for Convicted as aforeſaid, ſhall at any rime again commit the like Offence or Offences 
dhe ſecond offence contrary to this A, and be thereof in manner aforeſaid Convicted ; Then ſuch 
| offender ſo convict of ſuch Hike offence or offences, ſha!l for every ſath offence in- 
cer the penalty of 105. which Fine and Fines for the firſt, andeevery other offence 
ſhall be levied by diſtreſs andSale of the Offenders Goods and Chartels; or ja caſe 
| Th: Feralii,s Of the poverty of ſuch Offender, upon the Geods and Chattels of any other per- 
| bow robe leried. ſon or perſons who ſhall therf be Convifted in manner aforeſaid of the like Offence 
| at the be Conveaticle, at the diſcretion of the {aid Juſtice, Juſtices or chief. Magi- 


16 Car. 2. £. 4. 


ſtrate reſpettively, 10 as the ſum to be levied,. or any ote perſon incaſe of the po- 
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xerty of other Offenders aniount notin.the whole to above the Sum! of 10/7. vpon- 4 
occaſion of any.onemecting as aforeſaid, .and every Conſtable, Headborough; Ty- © orſtablet, &c« 
thingman, Church-wardens, and Overſeers of the Poor, reſpectively, are hertby pda = 
authoriſed and required to levy, the fame... accordingly, having firſt received -2 Fajtice im :ed- 
Warrant-under the-Hands and Seals of- the faid Juſtice, Juſtices, or chief Magiſtrate, ates. 
xeſpettively fo to do ; . the ſaid Moneys ſo to be levied, to be forthwith delivered to 
the ſame Fuſtice, 7uſtices, or chief Magiſtrate, and by him or. them to -be diſtribu- 
ted. The one third part thereof to the uſe of the Kings Majeſty, his Heirs and 
$uccclſors, to be paid to the High-Sheriff of the County tor the time being, in nian-'z7,w the pene?- 
ner following; That is to ſay, the Fuſtice or” 7uſtices of the Peace, ſhall pay the ties are 19 be de 
{ame into the Court of the reſpeCtive Quarter Seſſions, which faid Court ſhall de- vided, 
liver the fame to the Sheriff, and make a memorial on Record of the payment, : and 
delivery thereof, which ſaid memorial ſhall be a fufficient and final diſcharge tothe 
ſaid fuſtice and Fuſtices, and a charge -to the Sheriff, which ſaid diſcharge and - 
charge ſhall be certified into the Exchequer together, and not one without tho other. Certifcace' inco 
And no Fuſtice ſhall or may be queſtioned or accomptable for the ſame in the Ex- #s Exebeguer 

or elſe where, then in Quarter Seſſions. And other third part thereof to 
and for the uſe of the Poor of the Pariſh where ſuch Offence fhall be Committed, 
And the other third part thereof to the Informer and Inſormers, and to ſuch per- 
ſon and perſons as the ſaid 7uſtice, 7uſtices, or Chief Magiſtrate reſpectively ſhall 
appoint, having regard to their diligence and induſtry in the diſcovery, diſperſing, 
and puniſhing of the ſaid Conventicles. et _- | ; £250 

3. Andbe it further Enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, That every perſon who m1, poatiy.f + 
ſhall take upon hint to Preach or Teach in any ſuch Meeting, Aſſembly, or Con- ſuch a« ? 
venticle, and ſhall thereof be Convicted as aforefaid, ſhall turſeit for every. ſuch 5 1ach in '# *, 
firſt offence, the ſim of 20. to be ſevied in manner aforeſaid, upon his Goods and © — = 
Chattels. And if the faid Preacher or Teacher {& Convicted be a ſtranger, and his riarig og 
Name and Habitation not known, or is fled and carinot-be found, or in-the judg-** 
ment of the 7uſtice. 7uſtices, or chief Magiſtrate before whom he fhall be Convicted, 
ſhall be thought unable to pay the ſame; the faid Fuſtice, 7uſtices, or chief Magi- 
ſtrate > -- yr hereby. impowred and required to levy the ſame by Warrant 
25 aforeſaid, ypon the Goods and Chattels of any, ſuch perſons who ſhall be.pre- 
ſent at the ſame Conventicle ; Any thing in this or any. other. At Law or Seatute; 
to the contrary notwithſtanding, , And the Money fo tevied, to be diſpoſed of in 
manner aforeſaid: And if ſuch Offendor fo- convicted as aforefaid, thall at any 
time again commit the like offence or offences; contrary to this Act, and be there- 
of-convitted in manner aforeſaid, then fuch Offandor conviged of ſuch like offence: 
or offences, fliall for every ſuch affence incurr the penalty of 40 /. to be levied and 
diſpoſed as aforefaid, SY) rent | ES 1. 

\ 4+And be. it further Enatted by the: Authority aforeſaid, That every perſon who ſhall The forfeit re of 
wittiagly and willingly fuffer any fach Convenricle, Meeting or unlawful Aſſembly ſuch as ſuffer * 
aforeſaid; ta be lield in his or her Houſe, Outhouſe; Barn, Yard or Backſide;and COmm_ 5 4 
be convidted thereof in manner aforeſaid, ſhall forfeit the fum of 20 /. to be- levied ir Houſes. 
in manner .aforeſaid upon his-or her Godds and Chattels; or in caſe of - his or, her: 
povetry or inability as aforeſaid upon the Goods and Chattels of ſuch perions who 
{hall be convicted in manner aforefaid of being: preſent at the ſame Conventiclec, 
and the money fo levied to be diſpoſed of in manner aforeſaid. F: : | 

i." Provided always, And be it Enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, That no perſon Þ.er to, 
ſhall by o_ of this ACt,;be liable to.-pay above 10 /. for any one Meetifig in 
regard of the Poverty of ary other perſon or perſons. -- | | Ge, 

» 6: Provided alſe; And be it. further: Enafted,, That in all Cafes of this AR where 
the Penalty or ſum-charged npon any Offender - exceed the ſum of 105. -and ſuch Apje 's may be 
Offender ſhall.find himſelf agrieved, it ſhall and may be lawfull for him within one 44 , 0 whow = 
week-aftep the faid penalty os money charged ſhall be paid or levied,. to- appeal. in "419 # Caſes. 
penny Arena perſon'or perſons convicted tothe Judgment of the Fuſtices of ths 

*eace intheirmex 
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| er:Seſlions, to whom the Fultice or: Fuſtices of Peace. 
chief Magiſtrate or Alderman that firſt: convifted ſuch Offendor, ſhall return the 
money leviecuparr the Appellant, and ſhall certifie under his and their Hands and 
Seals,- the Evidence'upon which the Conviction paſt; with the whole Reccrd thereof 
and the aid Appeal ; whereupon ſuch Offeador may plead'and make defence, -an4 
hays his/Tfyal by a Jury thereupon. : And in cafe ſucker Appellant ſhall not profe- 
Ute with cffett ; or. if upon ſuch Tryal he ſhall got 9 coqurred, or Fud: ment pals 
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= _— 
rot: for him upon his ſaid Appcal, the faid Juſtices at tte. Seſſions ſhall five treble 
Coſts again {uch Offendor tor his unjuſt Appeal ; And'no other Court whatſoever 
ſhall _intermedle with any Caule or Cautes of Appeal ypen this Act, but they ſhalt 
Anpellant to cn- be finally determired in the Quarter Seſfions only. 
ter jn40 @ Ke- 7. Provided always, And be t further En«tted, That upon the delivery of ſuch 
c guixa.ce. Appeal as aforeſaid, the perſon or perſons Appellant ſhall enter before the perſorf 
er perſons convi-ting into a Recognizarce to preſent rhe tad Appeal with effect; 
which ſaid Recognizance the perſon or perſons convicting is hereby impowrcd: to 
take, and required to certifie the ſame to the next Quarter Seſſions; and incaſs 
no tuch Reccgnizance be entred into, rhe jaid Appeal-to be null and void. 
8. Provided always,” 1 hat every ſuch Appeal ſhall be teft with the perſon or per- 
ſons ſo convicting asaforcſaid, art the time ofthe making thereof. 
6 as , g. And be u further Eritted by the Authority aforeſaid, [hat the Juſtice, Juſtices 
Fuſtic's of Peace | ; ye , ' qv # | 
= 4ab.es, & Of the Peace, and chief Vagiſtrate reſpetively, or the reſpective Conſtables,Head- 
abotrefuſs1, mcy boroughs, and Tything men, by Warrant from the faid Juſtice, Juſtices, or chief 
break open do-rs. Magittrate reſpectively, ſhalt and may with what aid, torce and affiſtance they ſhall 
think fit, for the betrer Execution of this Att, atter refuſal or denyal ro enter, 
break open ard enter inte any houſe, or other place, where they ſhail be informed: 
any ſuctrCenventicle as aforeſaid, is'or ſhall be held, as well within Liberties as 
without, and take into their Cuſtody the perſons there unlawfully aſſembled, to 
the intent they may be proceeded againſt according to this Act. And that the Lieu- 
tenants or Deputy-Licutenants cr any Commiſſionated Officer of the Militia, cr 
Ziigrenants; & Other of his Mapeſties Forces with ſuch Troops or Companies ef Horſe and Foct, 
Depuiy Lieure- and alſo the Sheriffs and other Magiſtratesand Miniſters of Juſtice, or any of them, 
nan s, and Cr jointly or leverally within any the Counties cr places within this Kingdom of Eng- 
ji naied Offi- 1,37, Dominion of Wales or Town of Ba wick, upon Tweed ,, with ſuch other aſ- 
pk 7 Air ſiſtance as they ſhall think meer or can get in readineſs with the ſooneſt on Cer-" 
perſz Canventi Eificate made to them reſpectively under the hand and Seat of any one Juſtice of 
cles either with Peace, or chief Magiſtrate of hisparticular information or knowledg of ſuch nnlaw- 
Horſe cr Foot, fyl Mecting or Conventicle held, or to be held in-their reſpective Counties or pla- 
ces, and that he with ſuch affiſtance as” he can ger toperhen, is-not able to ſuppreſs' 
and diſſolve the ſame, ſhalland may and are hereby required and enjoyned to repair- 
unto the place where they are ſo teld; :or to he held, and by the beſt tact 
can to dillolve, diſſipate or prevent alt-:ſuck unlawtub Meetings, andtake into* 
their Cuſtody, ſuch and fo.mauy of the faid perſons ſo unlawfully aſſembled as they: 
thall think fit; to the-intert they may be proceeded againſt according to'this At; . * 
Treviſo forPeers” 19: Provided always, That no dwelling Houſe of any Peer of this Realm where 
of he Reals, he or his wife ſhall thenhe reſident, ſhall .be ſearched by Virtue of this At, but 
by immediate warrant from his Majeffiy under his fign Manual, or in the preſence 
of the Lieutenant, or one Deputy-Lieutenant-or two: Juſtices of the Peace, whereoſ 
one to be-of the Quorum of the ſame Connty or Riding. 
The perelty of 11: Ard be it further Enatted by the” Anthdrity aforeſaid, Fhat-if-any Conſtable, 
al! Fuſtices of Headborough,. Tythingman, Church-warden, or Overfcer of the-Poor, who ſhall 
Peace,C:nſtables know'cr be credibly- informed-of any ſuch Meetings 'or-Conventicles; held within 
and ob. r Offi yg Precints, Pariſhes or Lirhits,. andſhail'not give information thereof to ' ſome” 
pg us I 4: Juſtice of the Peace, cr the chief Magiſtrate, and endeavour'the- Conviction of the: 
omit theis dury Parties) _— his Duty , but ſuch Conſtable, Headhorough, Tythingman,: 
;n p rforhi g Churchwarden, Overſeers of the Poer or any perſor lawfully called in aid of the 
thy Act, Conſtable, Heedboroveh, cr Tything-men ſhall wiftfily and-wittingly omit the 
performznce of his dety in the execution f this-ACt ,-and be thereof convitted"in' 
manner afcreiaid, he ſhall” forfeit for every ſuch: offence the ſum of 5 /. to he 
levied upon his Goods and Chattels, and difpoſed-im manner aforeſaid: And that 
if any Inſtice of the Peace: cr chiet Magiſtrate ſhall wilfolly. and wittingly omit: 
the performance of his duty in rk6exccution of this Act; 'he- ſhall-foffeir the ſur of 
1col. the one moiety to the ufe of the informer robe recovered'by*Attion,' Sdit,/ 
Bill, crPtaint in any of his Majeſties Courts at Weſtminſter, whereinno Eſfſoin, Pro- 
anforg 35. FECMION, cr Waftrof-Law'ſhall lie. 222404 [> 30 
- : as hat V2; And be it further Enadted by thr Authority aforeſaid, Thatif any perſon be' 
wk Hh 4ot ix” at any tiihe ſved for putting in execution'any-of -the Power contained in this/A&,. 
ext2cution, otherwiſe then'upon Appeal afowed by this ACT, tuch perſon ſhall and may run 
the general iſſue 2nd give'the: ſpecial matter in Evidence: and if the Plaintiff be 
 Nonfuit, cr 2 Verdict- paſs/for the Defendant, or-if the Plaintiff diſcontinue his AL 
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owe. ' 
Qtion, or if upori demur Jndgment be given for the Deſendant, every ſuca Deſen- 
dant jhall have his full trebie Coſts. 

12. And be it further Enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, That this ACt and all | 
clauſes therein contained, ſhall be conſtrued moſt largely and beneticially tor the x3; Jer to be . 
ſuppreſſing of Conventicles, and for the juſtification and encouragement of all per- juterpreed » oft 
ſons to be employed in the execution thereot : and that no Recurd, Warrant, or benefical'y fr 
Mittimus to be made by vertue of this Act or any proceedings.thereupon ſhal} be re- #% juppreſſing 
verſed, avoided, or any way mpeached by reaion of any default in tlorm. And in COITY 
caſe any perſon offending againft this ACt ſhall be an Inhabirant in any other Conn- 
ty or Corporation, or tlic into any other County or Corporation after the offence 
committed, the Juitice of Peace or chief Maxiſtrate before whom he hall be con- 
victed, as aforefaid, ſhall certifie the ſame under his hand and feat to any Jultice of 
Peace or chief Magiſtrate of fuch County or Gorporation wherein the 1aid perſorr 
or perſons are Inhabitants, or are fled into , which faid Juſtice or chief Magiſtrate 
reſpectively is hereby authorized and required to levy the penalty or penalties in 
this Act mentioned, upon the Goods and Chattels of tuch perſon or perions, as 
fully as the ſaid other Juſtice of Peace might have done in caſe he or they had been 
Inhabitants ow [RE = _ was committed. 

14. Provided alſo, 7 hat no perſon ſhall be puniſhed for offence arainſt this AF , T 
wnleſs ſuch offender be profecuted for the ſame within three mk after the offence com- Nos 
mitted ;, and that no perſon who ſhall be puniſhed for any offence by vertue of this Aft, in thrze mobs 
ſhall be puniſhed for the ſame offence by vertne of any other Af or Law whatſoever. af ter the offence. 

15. Providedyand be it further Enafted by the Anthovity aforeſaid, That every Al- Aldermen with- 
derman of London, fot the time being, within the City 6f London and the Liberties 17, 72040n 0ave 
thereof, ſhall have ( and they and every of them are hereby impowered and required rc, as Fuſs 
roexecute ) the fame power and authority within London and the Liberties chere- ces 1f Peace 
of for the examining, convicting, and puniſhing of all offences within this 4&t, <l/embere, 
committed: within London and tne Liberties thereof, which any Juſtice of Peace 
hath by this A& in arty County of England ;, and ſhall be ſubject ro the t2me penal- 
ties and puniſhments or not doing that which by this Aft is direted to be done by 
any Juſtice of Peace in any County of England. | | 

16. Provided, and be it Enatted by the Authority aforeſaid ,; That if the perſon Feme-Covert 
—_— andconvitted aSaf6retaid be a Feme-Covert cohabiting with her Husband; 
the penalty of 5 -. or ro y. ſo as aforeſaid incurred, ſhalt he levied by Warrant as 
aforefaid; upon the Goods and Chattels' of rhe Husband of ſuch Feme-Coverrt. 

17. Provided alſo, That no Peer of this Realm ſhall be attached or impriſoned Peeys of the 
by vertue or force of this: Act, any thing,.matrer, or clauſe therein: to the contrary Kealn. 
ape wymnry's of (6, That neither this AZ n6F avy'th 

18. Provided alſo, That neither thi AF not any thing therein' contained: fhall prmihs £ 
extend to'invalidate or avoid his Majeſties Supremac ectcaſtiea affairs: bar he ne 
that his Majeſty and his Heirs and Succellors, may front time to time, and at all **y. 
times hereafter, exercile and enjoy all Powers and Authority in Ecclefialtical affairs 
as fully and'avamp!y as himſelt or any of his Predeceſſors have or might have done 
rhe ſame, anything inthis Act notwithſtanding; 


- — 
A Poſtſcript touching Proſecutions in the Eccleſtaſtical C ourts: 
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Has thus done with the Temporal Proſecutions, it may not be a- 
miſs to add a word concerning the Spiritual Perſecutions now on 
foot, by Citations and Excommunications, not only to the great perplexi- 
ty and trouble, but to the great expence of the people. In reference to 
which, Men are to conſider whether the preſent Eccleſiaſtical ſeverity be 
according to Law or no: For what ever is done todiſturb the quiet and re- 
pole of particular SubjeQs, contrary to Law, is down right Oppreſlion. 
That the exerciſe of the Puniſhments of Excommunication and an Anathe- 
ma is allowable againſt obdurate Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, is apparent 
from Scripture ; and the fame Scriptute dire&ts both by whom, how, and 
upon whom theſe Sentences ought to be pronounced. On the other ſide, 
as there is no part of Scripture that eres any Eccleſiaſtical Courts of Judi- 
cature, or Warrants the formal Proceſles of Citations, Pleas and Anſwers, 
or the extravagant Fees of Proctors, Apparitors and Promooters ; ſo it ap- 
pears, that ſince the Reformation, they have been abrogated by the Law 
of the Land, as being look'd upon meerly to be the effects of Popiſh Uſur- 
pation : For Epiſcopal Authority conſiſts not ſo much in keeping Courts, 
as'in a true Inſpeion and Care over the Flock of Chriſt ; the Weapons of 
their Authory are only Admonition and Reprehenfion, and then Excom- 
munication comes of courſe, a more Regular aud Apoſtolick way, than by 
Proceſſes and Citations As to all other Juriſdiction comprehending Force 
and Compultſion, it is veſted folely in the King, who is by, all true Prote- 
ſtants accounted the Defender of the Faith, and the fupream Head of the 
Church. The Law it ſelf runs thus, | 

«* And whereas the Arch-Biſhops, and Biſhops, and other Spiritual perſons 
*in this Realm, do uſe to make and ſend out their Summons, Citations and 
* other Proceſſes, in their own names, and in ſuch form and manner as was 
* uſed in the time of the uſurped power of the Biſhop of Reme, contrary to 
* the form and order of jthe Summons and Proceſs of the Commmon Law 
«uſed in this Realm (ſeeing that all Authority of Juriſdiction, Spiritual and 
«Temporal, is derived and dedufted from the Kings Majeſty as ſupreme 
« head of theſe Churches, and Realms of Exgland and Ireland, fo juſtly ac- 
« knowledged by the Clergy of the faid Realm, that all Courts Eccletiaſti- 
« cal within the faid two Realms) be kept by no other power or authort- 
«ty, either forreign or within the Realm, but by the authority of his moſt 
« excellent Majeſty. Be it therefore further enatted by the Authority afore- 
« ſaid, that all Summons and Citations, or other Proceſs Eccleſiaſtical, in 
* all ſuits and cauſes of Inſtance betwixt party and party, and all cauſes of 
* Correction, and all cauſes of Baſtardy or Bigamy, or enquiry, de jure pa- 
« tronatus, Probates of Teſtaments, and Commiſſions of Adminiftartions of 
« peſons deceaſed, and all Acquittances of, and upon account made by the 
« Executor, Adminiſtrators, or ColleCtors of goods of any dead perſon, te 
* from the firſt day of July next following, made in the name, and with 
« the ſtyle of the King, as it is in Writs Original or Judicial at the Com- 
* mon Law: And that the Teſt thereof be in the name of the Arch-Biſhop 
« or Biſhop, or other, having Exccleſiaſtical Juriſdiftion, who hath the 
« Commilſion and grant of the Authority Eccleſiaſtical immediately from 
« the Kings Highnels, and that his Commiſſary, Official or Subſtitute, ex- 
« erciſing ſutiſdiction under him, ſhall pur his name in the Citation or Pro- 


© cels, airer the Teſt. 
F «Further 
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« Further be it enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, That all manner of 
* perſon or perſons,, who have the exerciſe of Eccleſiaſtical ſs, 
* ſhall have from the firſt day of July before expreſſed, in their Seals of Ot- 
« fice, the Kings Highneſs Arms decently ſet, with certain CharaQters under 
© the Arms, for the knowledge of the Dioceſs, and ſhall uſe no other-Seal of 
* Juriſdiction, but where His Mejeſties Arms be ingraven, upon pain, that if 
* any perſon ſhall uſe Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdition (after the day betore exprel- 
« ſed) in this Realm of ZExg/and, Wales, or other his Domimons or Territo- 
© ries, and not ſend or make out the Citation of Proceſs in the Kings name, 
* or uſe any Seal of Juriſdiftion other than before limited ; that every ſuch 
* Offender ſhall incur, and run in the Kings Majeſties diſpleaſure and indig- 
* nation, and ſuffer Impriſonment at his Higneſs will and pleaſure. | 


«Provided that no more, nor other Fees be taken or paid far the Seal and 
'Writing of any Citations or other Proceſs than was heretofore accuftomed, 


Which being true, what power the Bifhops have to hold their Spiritual 
Courts, and ſend out Proceſs in their own Names, and to make Citations 
and Executions of Judgements under their own Seals, is an enquiry not 
improper for them that believed themſelves wronged. | 

* This At isfaid to have been repeal'd by the 1. and 2. of Philip, and Ma- 
ry, c. 8, thoughno mention be made of it among the repeal'd Acts of thar. 
time. However, though it were, it wasagain reviv'd by the x. of E/zz. c. 1. 
in theſe words, 4 


_ r Moſt hambly beſeech your 1 | t Majeſty, your fajthful and 0- 
bedient one the Lo 4 PoE an ere the Commans in 
* this your preſent Parhament afſembled, That where in the time of, the 
Reign of your moſt dear Father of Worthy Memory, King Henry the 8h. 
«divers good Laws and Statutes were made and Eſtabliſhed, as well for the 
© utter extinguiſhment and putting away of all Uſurped and Forreign Pow- 
«ers and Authorities out of this your Realm, and other your Highneſs Do- 
* minionsatid Countries, as allo for the reſtoring and uniting to the Imperi- 
* af Crown of this Realm, the Ancient Juriſdictions, Authorities, Superio- 
« rities and Preheminenciesto the ſame of right'belopging and appertaining! , 
« by reaſon whereof, we your moſt humble and obedient Subje&s, from the 
«Five and twentieth year of the Reign of your ſaid dear Father, were con- 
« tinually kept in good order, and were disburdeneg of divers great and in, 
* tollerable Charges and ExaCtions before that time unlawfully taken and 
« exacted by ſuch Forreign power and authority as before that was uſurped, 
* until ſuch timeasall the faid good Laws and Statutes, by one Act of Parlia- 
* ment:made in the firſt and ſecond years of the Reigns of the late King Phi- 
* lip, and Queen Mary your Highneſs Siſter, intituled an A&t Repealing all 
* Statutes, Articles and Proviſions made againſt the See Apoſtolick of Kome, 
'« ſince the Twentieth year of King Zexry the eight ; and alſo for the Eſta- 
* biſhment of all Spiritual and Eccleſiaſtical Poſlefſions apd Hereditamer.rs 
* conveyed to the Laity, were all clearly repealed and made void, as by the 
« ſ\me Act of Repeal more at large doth and 'may appear; by reaſon of 
* which Act of Repeal, your ſaid humble Subjects were ettloons brought un- 
« der an uſurped Forreign Power and Authority, and yct do remain in that 
* bondage, to the intollerable charges of your loving SubjeRs, if ſome re- 
* drels ( by Authority of this your High Court of Parliament, with the af 
* ſent cf your Highneſs} be not had and provided. 


* May 


; EL | 2 
* May it therefore pleaſe your Highneſs, for the repreſling of the ſaid u- Set. 2. 

* ſurped Forreign Power, and the reſtoring of the Rites, JuriſdiCtions and 

, Prehiominencies appertaining to the Imperial Crown of this your Realm, ' 

* that it may be Enacted by Authority of this preſent Parliament, That the 

_ * faid At, made in the firſt and ſecond years of the Reign of the faid late 

*King Philip and Q1een Mary, and all and-every branches, Clauſes and Ar- 

* ticles therein contained (other than ſuch branches, Clauſes and Sentences, 

« 45 hereafter ſhall be excepted) may from the laſt day of this Seſſion of 

. *Parliament, by Authority of this preſent Parliament, be repealed, and 

« ſhall from thencetorth be utterly void and of none effect, : | 
- * And to the intent that all Uſarped and Forreign Power: and Authority Se. 16, 

« Spiritual and Temporal, may for ever be clearly extinguiſhed, and never 

* be uſed or obeyed within thisRealm, or any other your Majeſties Domini- 

* onsor Countries, May it pleaſe your Highneſs that it may be further enact- 

© ed by the Authority aforeſaid, That no Forreign Prince, Perſon, Prelate, 

* State or Potentate, Spiritual or Temporal, at any time after the Jaſt 

* day of this Seſfion of Parliament, uſe, enjoy or exerciſe any manner of 

* Power, Juriſdiction, Superiority, Authority, Preheminence, or Priviledg 

« Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical, within this Realm, or within any other your Ma- 

« jeſties Dominions or Countries that now be, or hereafter ſhall be, but 

* trom thenceforth the ſame ſhall be clearly aboliſhed out of thisRealm, and 

*all other your Highneſs Dominions for ever ; any Statute, Ordinance, 

«* Cuſtom, Conſtitutions, or any other matter ar cauſe whatſoever to the 

* contrary in any wiſe noewichſſh | 


andin Ry 
* And that alto it may pleaſe your Fight tl :: HEY, .eſtablithed Se. 1, 
*and enacted by the Ackociry af iS , tha IN adune ef 7 : 


« Superiorities and Prehemineneies Spiritual and Eccleſiaſtical, asby any Spi 
: rib] or Eccleſiaſtical Power or Authority | heretofore wag o thay 
* lawfully be exercifed or uſed for the Viſitation of the Eccleſiaſtical State 
* and Perſons, and for Reformation, Order and Correttion of the ſame and 
* of all manner of Errors, Hereſies, Sciſmmes,, niles Oren Ootemptsand 
* Enormities, ſhall for ever, by Authority of this preſent Parliament, be 
© united and annexed to the Imperial Crown of this Realm. 
* And that your Highneſs, your Heirs and Succeſlors, Kings or Queens g,g 8. 
© of this Realm, ſhall have full Powerand Authority by vertue of this Act, 
* by Letters Patents under the Great Seal of Emg/and, to Aſſign, Name and 
* Authorize, when, and as often as your Highneſs, your Heirs or Succef. 
* ſors ſhall think mect acid Convenient, and for ſuch and fo long time as ſhall 
« pleaſe your Highneſs, your Heirs or Succeſſors, ſuch Perſon or Perſons be- 
* ing natural torn Subjects to 'your Hhghnefs = Heirs and Succeſlors, as 
« your Majeſty, your Heirs of Succeſlors ſhall think meer to exerciſe, uſe, 
* occupy, and execute under your Highneſs, your Heirs and Succeſſor, all 
«* manner of Juriſdictions, Priviledges, and Preheminencies in any wiſe 
« touching or concerning any Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction within 
«theſe your Rzalms of England and Treland, or any other your Highneſs 
* Dominions and Countries, and to viſit, reform, redreſs, order, corre& 
« andamend all ſuch errors, herefies, ſchiſmes, abuſes, offences, contem 
* and enormitics whatſoever, which by any manner of Spiritual or Eccleſi- 
« aſtical Power, Authority or Juriſdiction, can, or may lawfully be reform- 
«cd, ordered, .redreſſed, corretted, reſtrained, or amended to the pleaſurg 
« of Almighty Ged, the increaſe of Vertue, and the conſervation of the 
« Peace and Unity of this Realm. And that ſuch perſon or perſons fo to be 
« named, alligned, authoriſed and appointed by your Highneſs, your Heirs 
or 
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* or Succelfors, after the faid Letters Patents to him or them made and de- 

*livered, as is atorcſaid, ſhall have full power and authority, by vertue-of 

* this Act and of the faid Letters Patents under your Highne's, your Heirs 

* and Suceefſors, to exerciſe, uſeand execute all the premiſes, according to 

*the Tenor and effect of the ſaid Letters Patents ; any matter or cauſe to 
* the contrary in any wilc notwithſtanding, 


By which branches of this Statute, it ſeems to be moſt demonſtrab'e, 
chat all manner of Juriſdiction in Cauſes Spiritual and Eccleſiaſtical is in- 
veſted inthe Crown, and that no Spiritual Courts may be holden, but ly 
the Kings Commiſſion. | | 

Laſtly, By the 16. Car. primi, the very branch of the Statute for granting 
Commulliions is alſo repealed, which left the Ecclefiaftical Courts no pow- 
eratall. 

Seeing then that all Power both Temporal and Eccleſiaſtical is veſted in 
the King, it ſeems to be a high point of diſobedience, for Subjz&s to hold 
| Courts of Judicature to diſturb and puniſh the Kings Liege People, without 
any Legal Authority. | 

From whence may ariſe theſe few ſhort Quzries. | | 

#. x. Whither it be not proper for the perſons cited, to demand the 
fight and hearing of the Commiſion, by which the Judges claim their Ju- 
riſdiction? 1/7. For their own fafety 2 2dly, In point of Ley*lry to the 
'King? 3dly, As being obliged by the Oath of Supremacy to renounce 4! 
Forreign C__ Gd Jud a us in 

. 2. S the fa es produce no Authority from the King, 
5% {7 >. bs Pt oa the ſaid Excommunication be not 
'Void? | 

«. 3. Whether the faid Judges be not Indiftable upon a Pramunire 2. or 
lable to an Aion, as Counſel ſhall direCt ? 

For what remains, the ye concerned may take their meaſures as =P 
And moſt neceſſary for ſelf preſervation, from Mr.Carys True Guide for al 


perſons concern'd in Ecclefiaftick Courts. 


E'Y 


